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HE treaty of peace, con- 
cluded at Paris the 10th 
of February, 1763, between 
the kings of Great Britain, 
France, and Spain, placed the 
crown of England in the pol- 
ſeſſion of an extent of domi- 
nion, unknown to any former 
period of our hiſtory. 

Tuls increaſe of Empire has 
opened a field for tranſactions 
under our government, equal- 
ly new and important; and 
ſome events have taken place 
within the limits of the Britiſh 
empire, ſince the laſt war, not 


wo” very 
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very common in the hiſtory of 


the world. 

SoME of thoſe tranſactions 
appear to be of a nature that 
will draw after them conſe- 
quences greatly to the preju- 
dice of the government and 
people of England, if not pre- 
vented by ſuitable remedies. 
And as the knowledge of the 
diſeaſe ever ſeems neceſſary 
to the cure, the deſign of this 
work is to give a ſhort ſtate 
of the evidence, by which 
theſe tranſactions have diſ- 
cloſed themſelves to our view. 
At preſent they he hid in vo- 
lumes of ſo great a ſize, that 


one may reaſonably conclude, 
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it is but a ſmall part of the 


public who have examined 


them in ſuch a manner, as to 


draw juſt and ſatis factory con- 
cluſions from them. 
IuAvE long wiſhed to ſee 


# ſuch a ſtate of theſe tranſac- 


tions, as would anſwerthis pur- 


pole ; and it is in conſequence 
of nothing of this kind ap- 


pearing from any other hand, 
that I have ventured to attempt 
it. And after the reader has 
ſeen the facts, with the au- 
thorities on which they are re- 
lated, he will uſe the hberty 
which he has a right to uſe, 


both in the credit he chooſes 


to allow to the evidence itſelf, 
* 9 and 
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PREFACE. 
and then in drawing his own 
concluſions: my deſign being 
only to give a ſhort ſlate of ? 
ſome tranſactions, which have 
taken place under our govern- 
ment ſince the late war, and 
to endeavour to place them in, 
what appears to me, their 
true light. And if what I have 
done {hould only prove an in- 
troduction to ſuch an inveſ- 
tigation, as may make them 
rightly underſtood, and lead 
to the remedies that may pre- 
vent the conſequences which 
I have thought would flow 
from them, then I ſhall con- 
ſider my labour well beſtowed. 
But if the evidence I have 

taken 
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taken to be true, is ill ſound- 
ed, or any thing I have ſaid 
unjuſt, then I would wiſh it all 
to go for nothing. But I have 
here preſented nothing to the 
reader, but what I believe to 
be true ; and the evidence of 
the tranſactions I have related, 


is the beſt I could meet with; 


and I am not conſcious of re- 
preſenting any thing with a 
view to injure any man; and 
if I ſhould offend I can at leaſt 
ſay it was not my deſign. I 
I have related theſe tranſac- 
tions, wherever I could, in the 
very words of thoſe who had 
the greateſt ſhare in their ex- 
ecution. Ard if any gentle- 

man 
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man ſees I have miſtaken his 
meaning, or been miſin formed 
Of facts, I wiſh to correct both, 
as the cauſe I would ſerve, 
however weakly, has no oc-— 
caſion to avail itſelf of any 
miſrepreſentation; and it will 
be a ſervice done to the 
cauſe of truth (ſhould the pub- 
lic call for any future impreſ- 
ſion) by any gentleman who 
will take the trouble of point- 
ing out a miſtake. And not- 
withſtanding the trouble I have 
had to pick this little work out 
of the heap of materials about 
me, I ſhall think myſelf happy 
indeed, ſhould it be the occa- 
ſion of a thought, to induce 
thoſe 
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thoſe who command, to in- 
creaſe their knowledgein what 
they ought to preſcribe; and 
thoſe who obey, to find a new 
pleaſure reſulting from their 
obedience. 

Tux tranſactions in the Eaſt- 
Indies, making a material part 
in the period of our enquiry, 
it may be ſatisfactory to the 
reader, to run over a brief 
ſtate of the principal occur- 
rences in that part of the world, 
from the beginning of the late 
war. 


Cambridge, 
July, 1776. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Fort view of the Britiſh affairs in the 
Eaſt Indies, from the beginning of the 
late wor in 1756, to the peace of 
Paris in 1763. 


L.LI Ver di Cawn, nabob of the 
the three provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orixa, died on the gth of 
April 1756; and Shujah Dowla took 
poſſeſſion of his government agreeable 
to the will of his grandfather, who in 
his life time had obliged his officers to 

do him homage as ſubah. 6: 
So after the death of the old na- 
bob, Mr. Drake, preſident at Calcutta, 
wrote Shujah Dowla a letter of con- 
gratulation on his acceſſion, and defired 
a his 


$85.57, 


his favour and protection to the En- 


gliſn. It was kindly received by the 
nabob, who promiſed to ſhew the En- 
gliſh greater marks of friendſhip than 
ever his grandfather had done. 

Bur preſently after, when advices 
were received at Madraſs, of the like- 
lihood of a war between England and 
France, and the governor putting the 
fortifications of Calcutta in a ſtate of 


defence, Shujah Dowla ſignified his 


diſpleaſure, and abſolutely threatened 
to attack the Engliſh, if the governor 
delayed or refufed to deſtroy the works 
he had erected. 

Tu preſident and council thought 
it more eligible to promiſe obedience 
to the nabob's orders, than riſque the 
iſſue of a quarrel with him. But they 
continued exerting their utmoſt en- 
deayours to ſtrengthen their fortifica- 

| tions, 
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( ki ) 
tions, and applied to the French to 
aſſiſt them, in caſe the nabob ſhould 


; attack them, The French only gaſ- 
conaded. Then they ſent to the Dutch, 


but they declined giving the Engliſh 
any aſſiſtance, 

On the 18th of June 1756, the na- 
bob's army ſurrounded the town. The 
19th they puſhed on their attack, 
The 20th they renewed their cannon- 
ading with greater vigour, and Mr. 
Holwell, who had taken the command 


on Governor Drake's retiring from the 


factory, ſceing all reſiſtance in vain, 
gave up his ſword to an officer of the 
nabob's, and the whole garriſon threw 


down their arms, and ſurrendered them. 


ſelves priſoners at diſcretion. The fac- 
tory was in a few minutes filled with 
the enemy, who began plundering every 

a2 thing 
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( iv ) 
thing they could lay their hands on, 
In the afternoon the ſubah entered the 
fort, carried in a kind of litter; his 
younger brother attended him in an- 
other. Shujah Dowla enquired for Mr. 
Drake, with whom he appeared much 
incenſed. Mr. Holwell was carried to 
him with his hands bound, but upon 
complaining of that ufage, the nabob 
gave orders for looſing his hands, and 
aſſured him upon the faith of a ſol- 


dier, that no hurt ſhould be done to 


the Engliſh, In the evening the na- 
bob left the fort, the charge of it was 
given to Monickchund, as governor, 
and in the deſk of the evening, the 
muſſelmen ſung a thankſgiving to 
Allah, for their ſucceſs, The Englifh 
were directed to withdraw to a place, 
where the ſoldiers were uſually confined 

Mn 


E 
in the ſtocks, and while they were 
wondering what this ſnould mean, and 
laughing at the oddity of it, a party 
of the nabob's guards came, and or- 
dered them into the place called the 
black hole, a dungeon about eighteen 
feet long, and fourteen wide, with only 
two holes, barricaded with iron bars; 
into this place an hundred and fifty 
perſons were thruſt at eight in the 
evening, and the next morning only 
twenty-two of them remained alive. 
IT was not believed the nabob had 
any intention of a maſſacre, but mere- 
ly to confine them for the night, with- 
out knowing whether the priſon was 
great or ſmall. He received the ac- 
count of what happened, without ex- 
preſſing the leaſt concern; but appeared 
greatly ſurprized to find there was not 
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above five thouſand pounds in the 
company's treaſury.“ 
Id October 1756, Colonel Clive was 
ſent from Madraſs with about 2,000 | 
land forces on board Admiral Watſon's Þ 
ſquadron to retake Calcutta, which 
was abandoned by the nabob's garri- 
ſon after exchanging a few ſhot with 
the ſhips. | 
GREAT part of the forces that went 
from Madraſs on this expedition were 
not arrived, but the Admiral landed 
thoſe he had on board, which confiſted 
of 250 of the King's troops, 450 f 
the company's, and 1,200 ſepoys, who 
entrenched themiclves under the com- 
mand 

From the account given to the committee 
of the Houſe of Commons by John Cooke, 
Eſq; who in the year 1756 was ſecretary to 


the governor and council at Calcutta. Reports, 
vol. i. Page 6. | 


( vii ) 


mand of Colonel Clive, within four 


miles of Calcutta. In a few days Shu- 
jah Dowla with his army appeared, 
and paſſed within half a mile of the 
Z Engliſh, and encamped at the back of 
Calcutta. On his march he ſent let- 
ters to the colonel, intimating his 
S wiſhes of peace with the Engliſh. 


Taz colonel ſent two gentlemen to 


L the nabob's camp at ſeven in the even- 
ing, who returned at eleven, and 
aſſured him they thought the nabob 
was not ſincere in his propoſals, but 


f meant treachery. The colonel went 
on board Admiral Watſon's ſhip 


that night, who aſſiſted him with four 


: hundred ſeamen ; they landed at one 
o' clock in the morning, and about 
four the colonel marched his army 


againſt the nabob's camp, His in- 


tentions were to have ſeized his can- 


non 
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( vin ) 
non and attacked the head quarters; 
but when day light appeared, there 
aroſe ſo thick a fog, they could not 
fe three yards before them; they killed 
many of the enemy, and loſt about 
150 of their own men. In the even- 
ing, Shujah Dowla's army retired about 
ten miles from the Engliſh, . and the 
nabob ſent a letter to Admiral Wat- 
ſon deſiring to treat with him on the 
terms ,of a peace; and advice being 
then received of the war with France, 
they concluded a treaty without delay. 
Preſently after this the nabob began to 
aſſiſt the French with money and men. 
The Engliſh attacked and took Chan- 
dernagore, againſt the conſent of the 
nabob. And the colonel ſaid, they 
muſt either eſtabliſh themſelves by 
force, or be driven out of the country, 
and he ſuggeſted the neceſſity of a re- 


volution. 


( x ) 
volution, The committee left the 
management of it to him and Mr, 
Watts, the company's agent at Mux- 
adavad; and a great diſſatisfaction ariſ- 
ing at this time among Serajah* Dow- 
la's troops, it was thought a favoura- 
ble opportunity for depoſing him, and 
Meer Jaffier was pitched upon to be 
raiſed to the ſubahſhip. Mr. Watts 
employed Omichund, a black mer- 
chant, to negociate the matter with 
Meer Jaffier. Omichund inſiſted, when 
he was let into the ſecret, upon having 
five per cent. on all Serajah Powla's 
treaſures, and twenty lacks of rupecs, 
or he would betray the whole deſign 
to the reigning nabob. But when Meer 
Jaffier and the Engliſh gentlemen un- 


derſtood each other, they thought 
5 Omi— 


Read Scrajah for Shujah in che preceding 


pages. 
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Omichund's demand too high, for the 


nabob's treaſures were eſtimated at 


forty millions; ſo two treaties were 
ſigned on the part of the Engliſh, and 
ſent to Mr. Watts, who delivered one 
to Omichund, wherein his own terms 
were expreſſed, but the other, intended 
to be obſerved, did not fo much as 
mention his name. By this treaty it 
was agreed, when the revolution was 
accompliſhed in Meer Jaffier's favour, 
he ſhould give to the India company 
one million two kundred thouſand 
pounds; to the European ſufferers, ſix 
hundred thouſand pounds; the ſame 
ſum to the navy and army; about two 
hundred and fifty thouland pounds to 
the natives of the country; and an 
hundred thouſand pounds to the Ar- 
menians. 3 $a) | 

EvEeRy thing being agreed, Colonel 
Clive 


* 
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Clive marched to attack the nabob, 
whoſe army was entirely defeated, 
He was taken prifoner, and his death 
followed ſoon fter.“ 

SERAJAN ID OWLA was a young prince 
of great amb'tion, tinctured with ava- 
rice, and ot violent paſſions, and he 
adopted the fatal policy of making 
war agauinſt the Engliſh, inſtead of fol- 
lowing the example of his grandfather, 
Alli Ver di Cawn, who always ap- 
peared ſenſible of the advantages ariſ- 
ing to his government, by the trade car- 
ried on with the Engliſh ſettlements in 
his dominions. And Kiſſindaſs, who 
had been his prime miniſter to the end 

b 2 of 


* From the account given by Lord Clive to 
the committee appointed by the Houſe of 
Commons to enquire into the ſtate of the Bri- 
tiſk affairs in the Laſt Indices. Reports, vol. i. 
page 16. 


E 

of his life, had left the court of the 
young nabob, who liſtened to the miſ- 
repreſentations of his courtiers againſt 
the ſubjects of England; and before 
they began to repair the works at Cal- 
cutta, the building of a ſummer houſe 
1 || in a garden, was magnified by the new 

|| | miniſtry into a fortification raiſed to 
"4 oppoſe him, But it is not agreed 
| | whether the nabob undertook this war, 
| againſt the colonies of our country- 


———— 4 -- _ 
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| men, out of reſentment at any real 
or ſuppoſed affront to his government, 
or with a view to force from them a 
greater revenue. The latter was moſt 
likely the real cauſe, from the diſap- 
pointment he diſcovered at the ſmall- 
neſs of the ſum he found in the com- 

pany's treaſury at Calcutta; and it 1s 
probable his courtiers put their maſter 
upon thele meaſures to gratify their 
| avarice. 


— x .! 
— — 


—— 


- * < hd 
— 
—}Þ —— — 
_ 


1 


. 


3 


— WP 


(ni) 


avarice. But happy would it have 


have been for this prince, had he 
allowed the Engliſh to continue under 
their former regulations; and liſtened 
to the ſupplications they preſented to 
him for that purpoſe. For whatever 
were the motives for the war, the dif- 
ferent effects under his grandfather's 
reign proved it to be impolitic : it an- 
ſwered no end that could be beneficial 
to the prince's family and government, 
and the event of it was fatal to himſelf. 
His miniſters might repreſent to him, 
and with every appearance of truth, 
that a few Engliſh tradeſmen, defended 
only by new made ſoldiers, were too 
contemptible for him to fear any con- 
ſequences from his ſending his arms 
againſt them. And all their ſtrength 
at firſt, defended by the walls of Cal- 
cutta, could not reſiſt his forces for a 

day, 


6 xiv ) 


day. The Engliſh were driven before 
him, and, by a word of his mouth, ſhut 
up like ſheep in a fold. But the rd 
ment he diſcovered againſt them, gave 
them nothing to hope from his fricnd- 
ſhip, and led them to make the deſpe- 
rate attempt of eſtabliſhing themſelves 
by force; and, unhappily for the prince, 
they prevailed, and he loſt his domi- 
nions and his lite, 

War an opinion muſt the people 
of the Eaſt have of the courage of En- 
gliſhmen, when they ſaw ſuch an hand- 
ful of them attempt and execute a re- 
volution, in the government of ſo great 
a prince? What will not men do when 
_ unreſtrained by conſcience, or fear of 
danger? But was the glory of ſuch 
enterprizes, eſtimated from thoſe hours 
of mens lives, wherein their actions 
appear in their true light, perhaps 

Avarice 


6 

re Avarice and Ambition themſclves, 

at BE would not envy their ſucceſs, 
tn OFTEN has it appeared in the hiſtory 
„e of mankind, when public juſtice did 
4- not inflict the puniſhment due to 
e- thoſe, who bid defiance to the laws 
cs of allegiance or humanity, that con- 
{ſcience has been permitted to do it. 
And crimes are ſometimes explained 
by their puniſhment ; the guards who 
had executed Serajah Dowla's careleſs 
orders againſt the Engliſh at Calcut- 
ta, are made the very inſtruments of 
depoſing that prince, and of his death, 
which happened ſoon after. | 
THe battle of Plaſſey was on the 
26th of June 1757. Jaffier Ally Khan 
with the forces under his command, 
obſcrved a ſtrict neutrality during the 
engagement; and by thus betraying - 
his maſter, as had been before concert- 
ed, 
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ed, the king and company's troops ob- 
tained a complete victory over Sera- 


jah Dowla; and on the zoth of June, 


Colonel Clive ſeated Jaffier in the 
Miſſnud, where he continued till 1760, 
when the following cauſes are aſſigned 
for depoſing him. 

Tur he was of a temper extremely 
tyrannical and avaricious, at the ſame 
time very indolent, and the people 
about him were flaves and flatterers, 
He attributed all the ill ſucceſs of his 
affairs to imaginary plots and contri- 
vances againſt him, and he ſacrificed 
lives without mercy, to the exceſs of 
his jealouſy: and the frequent exe- 
cutions that were made without the 
leaſt aſſigned reaſon, made him the 
dread, or the deteſtation of all good 
men, and he became * to his 
ſervants, who knowing ſuch a go- 

vernment 
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vernment could not ſtand long, ſought 


only to make themſelves rich by op- 
preſſing his ſubjects. And the un- 
uſual ſcarcity and dearneſs of provi- 
ſions in the capital of the nabob's 
country at that time, 1s aſcribed to the 
heavy taxcs laid upon them. 

Tu xs are the chief reaſons aſſigned 
for depoſing Meer Jaffier, and advanc- 
ing his ſon-in-law Coſſim Ally Khan 
to the government: and of this revo- 
lution, the gentlemen who made it 
give the following account: * 

« Wes reſolved, ſays the governor, 
to give the nabob the next day, (the 
19th October, 1760) to reflect upon 
the letters I had delivered him, pro- 
poſing ſome meaſures for regulating 
theſe abuſes. I heard nothing from 
him all that day, but found by my 

ia intelligence, 
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intelligence, that he had been in coun- 
cil with his old adviſers, whoſe advice 
I was ſure would be contrary to the 
welfare of the country and of the com- 
pany. I therefore determined to act 
immediately on the nabob's fears. — 
There could not be a better opportu- 
nity than that the night of the 19th 
offered, it being the concluſion of the 
Gentoo feaſt, when all the principal 
people of that caſt would be pretty 
well fatigued with their ceremonies ; 
accordingly I agreed with Colonel 
Caillaud, that he ſhould croſs the river 
with the detachment, between three 
and four in the morning; and having 
joined Coſſim Ally Khan, and his 
people, march to the nabob's palace, 
and ſurround it juſt at day- break. 
Being extremely deſirous to prevent 
.any diſturbance or bloodſhed, I wrote 
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6 
a letter to the nabob, telling him I had 
been waiting all the day in expecta- 
tion thit he would have ſettled the 
urgent affairs upon which I conferred 
with him yeſterday, but his having 
favoured me with no anſwer, it plainly 
appeared, ail I could repreſent to him 
ior the good of his country, would 
have no effect, as long as his evil 
counſellors were about his perſon, 
who would in the end deprive him of 
his government, and ruin the compa- 
ny's affairs. For this reafon I had 
{ent Colonel Caillaud with forces to 
wait upon him, and to expel thoſe bad 
counſellors, and place his affairs in a 
proper ſtate, and I would ſhortly fol- 
low. This letter I gave to the colo- 
nel, to ſend to the nabob at ſuch a 
time as he ſhould think moſt expe- 
dient. Meaſures were taken at the 

== lame 


G 
ſame time for ſeizing his three unwor- 
thy miniſters, and to place Coſſim 
Ally Khan in the full management of 
all the affairs, in quality of deputy 
and ſucceſſor to the nabob. 

Tur neceſſary preparations being 
made, with all the care and ſecreſy 
poſſible, the colonel embarked with 
the troops, joined Coſſim Ally Khan 
without the leaſt alarm, and marched 
into the court yard of the palace juſt 
at the proper inſtant. — The gates 
of the inner court being ſhut, the 
colonel formed his men without, and 
ſent the letter to the nabob, who was 
at firſt in a great rage, and long 
threatened he would make what re- 
ſiſtance he could, and take his fate, — 
The colonel forbore all hoſtilities, and 
ſeveral meſſages paſſed between him 
and the nabob — The affair remained 

in 
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in this doubtful ſtate for two hours, 
when the nabob, finding his perſiſting 
was to no purpoſe, ſent a meſſage to 
Coſſim Ally Khan, informing him, he 
was ready to ſend the ſeals, and all 
the enſigns of dignity, and order the 
nabit to be {tuck up in his name, pro- 
vided he would agree to take the 
whole charge of the government upon 
him, to diſcharge all arrears due to 
the troops, to pay the uſual revenues 
to the King; to ſave his life and 
honour, and give him an allowance 
ſufficient for his maintenance. All 
theſe conditions being agreed to, Coſ- 
ſim Ally Khan was proclaimed, and 
the old nabob came out to the colonel, 
declaring that he depended on him for 
his life. The troops then took poſſeſ- 
ſion of all the gates, and the old na- 
bob came out of his palace, and afked if 

his 


SS 

his perſon was ſafe, which ſeemed now 
to be all his concern. It was told him, 
that not only his perſon was late, but 
his government too, if he pleaſed ; of 
which it was never intended to deprive 
him. He anſwered, he had now no 
more buſineſs in the city, that he 
ſhould be in continual danger from 
Coſſim Ally Khan, and if he was per- 
mitted to go and live in Calcutta, he 
ſhouid be contented. 

Cossim Ally Khan was now placed 
en the Muſnud, and acknowledged 
as ſubah, and the people in general 
ſeemed much pleated with this revolu- 
tion. 

Tu old nabob did not think him- 
ſelf ſafe even for one night in the city. 
Coſſim Ally Cawn ſupplied him with 
boats, and permitted him to take away 
about ſixty of his family, with a rea- 
ſonable 
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ſonable quantity of jewels. He beg- 
ged he might ſleep in his boat that 
night, which he accordingly did, and 
on the morning of the 22d of Octo- 
ber, ke ſet out for Calcutta, and ar- 
rived there the 29th. He was met 
by a deputation from the council, and 
treated with every mark of reſpect due 
to his former dignity. 

Inis account of the revolution is 
given in a memorial,“ drawn up at a 
conſultation at Fort William, the 10th 
of November 1760, at which were pre- 
ſent Henry Vanſittart, Eſquire, preſi- 
dent; William Ellis, William B. Sum. 
ner, William M'Gwire, Harry Verelſt, 
and Harry Smyth, Eſquires. And the 
following account of the ſame tranſ- 
action, is given in a letter + to the 


Com- 
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Company in England, dated Fort Wil- 


liam, March 11, 1762; ſigned Eyre 


Conte, P. Amyatt, John Carnac, W. 


Ellis, S. Batſon, H. Verelit. 

Id September 1760, when there was 
not the leaſt appearance of a rupture 
or diſguſt between us and the nabob 
Jaffier Ally Cawn, but friendſhip and 
harmony ſubſiſting, Meer Coſſim Khan 
his ſon-in-law came down to Calcutta, 
and having ſtayed a ſhort time, returned 
to Moorſhebad. A few days after 
Mr. Vanſittart went up to that city on 
the pretence of a viſit to the nabob 
Meer Jafſier. Colonel Caillaud with 
200 Europeans and ſome ſepoys at- 


tended him, who, it was pretended, 


were going to join the army at Patna, 


When Mr. Vanſittart arrived at Mo- 
radbaug, the nabob paid him two vi- 


ſits, 


CC 


ſits, at the laſt of which, Mr. Vanſit- 
tart gave him three letters, propoſing 
the reformation of the abuſes in his 
government, inſiſted on his naming ſome 
perſon among his relations to take 
charge of the ſubahſhip, and particu- 
larly recommended Coſſim Ally Khan, 
who was ſent for, and the nabob de- 
fired ro ſtay rill he came. But the 
nabob, being greatly fatigued, was ſuf- 
fered to depart to his palace. The 
night and following day paſſed in 


concerting meaſures with Coſſim Ally 


Khan, how to put in execution the plan 


before agreed on in Calcutta, where a 


treaty was ſigned for this purpoſe. In 
conſequence of theſe deliberations, our 
troops croſſed the river the next night, 
and being joined by Coflim and his 
party, ſurrounded the nabob's palace. 
A letter from Mr, Vanſittart was 

d ſens 
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ſent in to the nabob, demanding his 
compliance with what had been pro. 
poſed to him. To which the nabob 
returned for anſwer, „That ſuch 
uſage was what he never expected from 
the Engliſh; that while a force was at 
his gates, he would enter into no 
terms.” A meſſage was then ſent in, 
that if he did not directly comply, they 
ſhould be obliged to ſtorm the palace. 
Aſtoniſhed and terrified by this me- 
nace, he opened the gates, exclaim- 
ing, That he was betrayed ; that 
the Engliſh were guilty of perjury, 
and breach of faith; that he perceived 
their deſigns againſt his government; 
that he had friends enough to hazard 
at leaſt one battle in his defence ; but 
although no oaths were ſacred enough 
to bind the Engliſh, yet as he had 


ſworn to be their faithful friend, he 
weuld 


( xxvii ) 


would never ſwerve from his engage- 
ment, and rather ſuffer death than draw 


his ſword againſt them.” So ſuſpi 


cious was he of being ſold, that, 


« He deſired to know what ſum of 
money Coſſim Ally Khan was to give 


for the ſubahſhip, and he would give 


half as much more to be continued. 
He hoped, however, if they intended 
to dethrone him, they would not leave 
him to the mercy of his ſon-in-law, 
from whom he feared the worſt, but 
wiſhed they would carry him from the 
city, and give him a place of ſafety 
in Calcutta.“ 

Tats lait requeſt of the nabob's was 
conſtrued in the light of a voluntary 
reſignation. Our troops took poſſeſſion 
of the palace, Meer Coſſim was raiſed 
to the muſnud, and the old nabob 
hurried into a boat, with a few of his 
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domeſticks and neceffaries, and ſent 
away to Calcutta in a manner wholly 
tinworthy of the high rank he fo late- 
ly held, as was allo the ſcanty ſub- 
fiſtance allowed him for his. mainte- 
nance at Calcutta by his ſon-in-law.” 
Thus, continues the account, was 
Jaffier Ally Khan depoſed, in breach 
of a treaty founded on the moſt folemn 
oaths, and in violation of the national 
faith.“ 

Tur gentlemen who give this ac- 
count of the revolution, ſay, the com- 
pany's ſervants who were the projectors 
of it, made no ſecret that there was a 
preſent promiſed them of twenty lacks 
of rupees from Coſſim; who was 
deſirous of making the firſt act of 
his power, the aſſaſſination of Jat- 
fier, and was very much diſpleaſ- 
ed, when he found the Engliſh in- 

| tended 
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t | cended giving him protection at Call 
y | cuita, And Coflim being convinced, 
- by this revolution, how little the En- 
- gliſh regarded the moſt ſacred engage- 
- ments, he began his reign by encreaſ- 
- ing the number of his troops, and diſ- 
ciplining them in the European man- 
ner; and eſteeming his capital, Morſhe- 
dabad, the fcene of his predeeeffor's. 
fall, too near the Engliſh ſettlements, 
he ſet about erecting a large fort at 
Rajahmaul, to make the place of his 
reſidence farther out of the reach of 
a people, who might preſently find as 
many pretences for depoſing him, as 
they had done for violating their 
treaties with his father-in-law. All 
Coſſim's meaſures ſhewed his deſire to 
eſtabliſh himſelf on a foundation leſs 
precarious than the friendſhip of the 
Engliſh. And leſt the Engliſh ſhould 

| grow 
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grow jealous of his growing power, 
and want to reduce his authority, by 
ſubjecting the ſubahſhip to its primi- 


tive dependency on the mogul, and 


oblige him to pay the royal revenues; 
he therefore ſet every engine to work 
to inſtill notions into the king, of his 


being in danger from the Engliſh, and 


he fo far prevailed, as to prevent the 
king's receiving any aſſiſtance from the 
Engliſh, or receiving any part of theſ 
revenues of this ſubahſhip. This be- 
haviour of Coſſim's incenſed the king, 
who declared he would not ſuffer him 
to remain longer in the ſubahihip, than 
he had power to prevent it, and mad: 
a voluntary offer to the Engliſh of the 
dewanny of Bengal. This poſt is the 
collection of the revenues of all the 
provinces ſubject to the nabob, which 
are to be accounted for with the court 
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of Delhy. The nabobs of Bengal, 
taking advantage of the late commo- 
tions in the empire of the mogul, aſ- 
ſumed this office to themſelves, as well 
as that of the {ubdarrce, which is the 
command of the troops, and the 
charge of the juriſdiction in the pro- 
vinces, the expences of which are paid 
out of the revenues by the dewan. 

Bes1Des this offer of the dewanny 
to the company, which would have 
brought them about fifteen lacks ycar- 
ly, the king offered to confirm to 
them the lands of Burdwan, Midna- 
poor, and Chittagong, and to eſtabliſh 
the influence of the Engliſh not only 
in theſe provinces, but as far as the city 
of Delhy itſeif, In return for which 
the king required their aſſiſtance to 
ſettle him on the throne, and to reco- 
ver ſuch parts of his territories as were 

in 


4 
in the hands of rebels. And Shujah 
Dowla, one of the moſt powerful men 
of the empire, was willing to join his 
forces with the Engliſh to eſtabliſh the 
King, who then was in the field near 
Patna, and unable to proſecute his 


Journey to his capital of Delhy, it 


being diſputed between two parties in 
the empire, who ſhould give a prince 


to the throne. 


Tus queſtion with the company's 
ſervants was, whether they were more 
likely to arrive at the-ends they had in 


view, by oppoſing the king, Sha 
Zaddah, eldeſt ſon of the laſt mogul, 
or by propoling an alliance with him, 


and ſupporting his pretenſions to the 
crown, The committee at Calcutta, 
thought unanimoufly their intereſt 


laid on the ſide of favouring the 
king, which was intended accordingly, 


and 
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and letters ſent Shujah Dowla, pro- 
poſing his entering into this alliance. 

Tre meaſures of the Engliſh now 
occaſioned great jealouſy to the nabob 
ar Coſſim Ally Khan. Colonel Coote 
iis ¶ was ſent to the command of the army, 
with inſtructions to forward the reſo- 
lutions which had been agreed on, and 
ſoon after he arrived at the army, Sha 
Zaddah began his march from Patna ; 
and was conducted by Major Carnac 
to the Carnaſſa, the river that ſepa- 
rates the province of Bahar from 
Shujah Dowla's country. The king 
croſſed the river and was met the 
lame day, a few miles off, by Shujah 
Dowla. 


AFTER a ſeries of diſputes, between 
the Engliſh and Coſſim Ally Khan, 
all poſſibility of an accommodation 

| S Was 


61 
was cut off by the inhuman murder 
of Mr. Amyatt and the gentlemen of 
his family and his attendants, as they 
were returning under the faith of a 
ſafe conduct to Calcutta. And not- 
withſtanding the directors of the com- 
pany at home, had acquieſced in the 
revolution in favour of Coſſim, the 
ſervants of the company thought them- 
felves juſtified, by his conduct, to de- 
clare war againſt him. Major Carnac 
gave it as his opinion to the council, 
that it was the leaſt atonement they 
could make for having depoſed Meer 
Jaffier, to endeavour now to reſtore 

him to his government.“ 
War was declared accordingly, 


againſt Coſſim, + and a proclamation 
| iſſued 
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iſſued for the reſtoration of Meer Jaf- 
fer to the ſubahſhip, 

CoLowneL Coor being departed for 
Europe, the chief command of the 
army devolved upon Major Adams, 
then the oldeſt major in his Majeſty's 
84th regiment. The army took the 
neld againſt Coſſim Ally Khan; and 
conſiſted of 650 Europeans, of which 
about 400 were his Majeſty's, and nine 
companies of Sepoys, of 109 men 
each ; beſides which, there was a de- 
tachment of the company's troops 
of 100 Europeans and a battalion of 
Sepoys, to join Major Adams, from 
Midnapore, where they had been ſent 
under Major Carnac, for the ſecurity 
of the province of Burdwan; which 
junction was effected with the greateſt 
difficulty, on account of the floods. 
Major Adams made his way through 


e 2 every 
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every oppoſition to the capital, Mux- 
adabad, which he took by ſtorm. 
Meer Jaffier, after concluding a treaty 
with the governor and council, leit 
Calcut ta,“ to join the army, attended 
by Major William Grant as his eſcort, 
and in five days they reached the army, 
then advanced to Agurdeep. Coſſim 
Ally Khan had been moving down- 
wards with the main body of his 
troops. Major Adams received a let- | 
ter from Coſſim, ſaying, he would 
cut off the Engliſh gentlemen in his 
power, if the major and his army ad- 
vanced any further. Amongſt the 
priſoners with Coſſim were Mr. Ellis, 4 
and Mr. Hay ; the major wrote them 
to purchaſe their liberty of the guard | 
ſet over them at any rate, They re- | 
turned for anſwer, that the major 

ought 
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ought not to be attentive to them, ſor 
they muſt ſubmit to their fate; and 
deſired that no conſideration of their 
ſituation, ſhould prevent the army 
from proceeding in their operations. 
On the 2d of Auguſt the two ar- 
mies met on the plains of Geriah, and 
came to a general engagement; the 
enemy broke a part ot the Engliſh 
troops, took two pieces of their can- 
con, and attacked his Majeſty's 84th 
regiment in front and rear; but after 
an obitinate diſpute of four hours, the 
Engliſh gained a complete victory, and 
Coſſim's army abandoned all their can- 
non, together with an 159 boats loaden 
with proviſions and ſtores, It was re— 
ported Coſſim had fifty thouſand peo- 
ple in arms, and the whole Engliſh ar- 
my d:d not amount to more than three 


thouſand firelocks. 
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The Engliſh ſoon after took Patna 
by ſtorm,“ after a ſpirited defence, 
and then advanced to the banks of the 
Carnaſſa, the boundary of the pro- 
vince; where Coſſim with the ſhat- 
tered remains of his army and trea- 
ſure, were waiting to complete his | 
bridge of boats over the Ganges, in 
order to paſs into Shujah Dowla's | 
country, which he entered on the 4th 
of December. Thus after a campaign | 
commenced and proſecuted under in- 
conceivable difficulties and hardſhips, | 
which inevitably attend being in the 
field, during the violence of the wet 
ſeaſon in Bengal; Coſſim Ally Khan 
was driven out of the provinces, and 
ſignalized his flight by the barbarous 
maſſacre, in cold blood, of every En- 
gliſh gentleman, as well civil as mili— 
| tary, | 
* November 6, 1763. * 
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tary, Mr. Fullerton only excepted, 
and a number of other perſons, who 
were his priſoners, amounting in the 
whole to near three hundred. Many 
of theſe unfortunate perſons, were put 
to death on the river, in ſight of cruel 
Coſſim's army; and ſome being Gen- 
toos, he had expoſed after they were 
killed, to birds and beaſts of prey, 
and not ſuffered to be burnt, accord-. 
ing to the rites of their religion.“ 
Tux king or mogul was now with 
Shujah Dowla, and the governor 
and council ſent an agent to Shujah 
to propoſe an alliance with him, and 
to promiſe to aſſiſt him againſt Coſſim 
Ally Khan, or any other enemy who 


might 


From the account given by General Car- 
rac and Major Grant to the committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, Reports, vol. 1. Part 2. 
vage 8, &c. 


7 
might invade his dominions; in return 
for which they expected he would de- 
clare himſelf openly an enemy of Coſ- 
ſim's, and uſe his utmoſt endeavours 
to ſeize and deliver him up with all. 
his effects. 

Major Abaus was made acquaint- 
ed with theſe views by diſpatches from 
Calcutta, the 8th of December; but 
as he reſigned the command of the ar- 

my the ꝗth, intending to embark for 
Europe,“ Major Carnac was informed 
of the deſigns of the committee, and 
deſired to take the command of the 
army and watch the motions of Coſſim, 
and guard the frontiers of Meer Jaf- 
fier's dominians, againſt the ſtrong 
body of forces with which Coſſim had 
retired. And if Coſſim ſhould prevail 
with the king and Shujah Dowla, to 
join 
Major Adams died ſoon after. 


& 

join his fortune, then Major Carnac 
was deſired to advance the army to the 
banks of the Carumnaſſa, and oppoſe 
any enemy that might attempt to enter 
the country, which was now cleared of 
Meer Jaffier and the company's ene- 
mies. 

In February, Captain Jennings, who 
commanded at the camp at Sarſarem, 
ſent intelligence to Calcutta, that the 
king and Shujah Dowla had reſolved 
to aſſiſt Coſſim Ally Khan in recover- 
ing the government of Bengal. This 
account was confirmed by Major Car- 
nac on his arrival at Patna, and when 
he reached the camp, he heard their 
troops were in motion towards the fron- 
tiers, The preſident and council wrote 
to Shujah Dowla, that they could not 
give credit to this report; conſidering 
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the former connections ſubſiſting be- 
tween him and the chiefs of the com- 
pany, they were perſuaded he would 
not act in ſo unequitable a manner. 
But if however he ſhould take Coſſim 
Ally Khan into his friendſhip, they 
were reſolved to keep Bengal free from 
troubles, and would carry the war into 
Shujah Dowla's dominions, and deſo- 
late and lay waſte his country.“ 

Soon after this Major Carnac re- 
ceived the following letter: 


Frem Shujah ul Detela, to the Governor 
and Council at Calcutta. 

« Former kings of Indoſtan, by 
exempting the Engliſh company from 
duties, granting them different ſettle- 
ments and factorics, and aſſiſting them 
in all their affairs, beſtowed greater 
kindneſs and honour upon them, than 
NY either 

® Reports, vol. 1, part 2. Appendix No. 67. 
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either upon the country merchants, or 


any other Europeans; moreover of late 
his majeſty has graciouſly conferred on 


you higher titles and dignities than was 


proper, and jagheers, and other favours 
ſince; notwithſtanding theſe various 


favours which have been ſhewn you, 


you have interfered in the king's coun- 
try, poſſeſſed yourſelves of diſtricts be- 
longing to the government, ſuch as 
Burdwan and Chittagong, &c. and 
turned out and eſtabliſhed nabobs at 
pleaſure, without the conſent of the 
imperial court. Since you have im- 
priſoned dependents upon the court, 
and expoſed the government of the 
king of kings to contempt and diſ- 
honour; ſince you have ruined the 
trade of the merchants of the country, 
granted protection to the king's ſer- 
vants, injured the revenues of the im- 

i 2 perial 
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perial court, and cruſhed the inhabi- 
tants by your acts of violence; and ſince 
you are continually ſending freſh peo- 
ple from Calcutta, and invading dif- 
ferent parts of the royal dominions, 
and have even plundered ſeveral vil- 
lages and purgunnas belonging to the 
province of Illahabad; — to what can 
theſe wrong proceedings be attributed, 
but to an abſolute diſregard to the 
court, and a wicked deſign of ſeizing 
the country to yourſelves? If you have 
behaved in this manner in conſequence 
of your king's commands, or the com- 
pany's directions, be pleaſed to ac- 
quaint me of the particulars thereof, 
that I may ſhew a ſuitable reſentment, 
But if theſe diſturbances have ariſen 
from your own improper deſires, deſiſt 
from ſuch behaviour in future; inter- 
fere not in the affairs of the govern- 


ment; 
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ment; withdraw your people from 


every part, and {ſend them to their 


own country; carry on the Compa- 
ny's trade as formerly, and confine 
yourſ.lves to commercial affairs. In 
this caſe the imperial court will more 
than ever aſſilt you in your buſineſs, 
and confer its favours upon you. Send 
hither ſome perſon of diſt.n&tion as 
your vacqueel, to inform me pro- 
perly of all circumſtances, that I 
may act accordingly, If, (which God 
forbid!) you are haughty and diſobe- 
dient, the heads of the diſturbers ſhall 
be devoured by the ſword of juſtice, 
and you will feel the weight of His 
Majeſty's diſpleaſure, which is the type 
of the wrath of God; nor will any 
ſubmiſſions or acknowledgments here- 
after avail you, as your Company have 
of old been ſupported by the royal fa- 

| — vours. 
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vours. I have therefore wrote to you; 
you will act as you think adviſeable ; 
ſptedily ſend me your anſwer.” 

Tris letter was accompanied with 
one to Major Carnac, which, Serajah 
-Dowla ſays, he writes him agreeable to 
his majeſty's care for the good of his 
people, reminding him of the favours 
the kings of Indoſtan had granted the 
Engliſh above all other Europeans, or 
the merchants of their own dominions ; 
but the Engliſh had turned aſide from 
their tormer paths, and been continu- 
ally marching their troops into the 
king's country, and preſumed to re- 
move officers of the imperial court, 
and to turn out and eſtabliſh nabobs. 
He aſks—< What kind of behaviour 
is this?“ And deſires to be informed 
if the Major has his king's or his com- 
pany's orders for theſe proceedings. 

Bur 
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But if it was through their own incli- 
nations that the Engliſh had plunder- 
ed villages: belonging to Illahabad, 
and ſtill entertained their evil deſigns, 
notwithſtanding the approach of the 
royal ſtandards, it was proper they 
ſhould deſiſt from ſuch proceedings; 
and in caſe of their obedicnce, the 
king's favours ſhould be conferred 
upon them, otherwiſe, the guilty and 
diſobedient ſhould be utterly deſtroy- 

ed. | 
Tux Preſident and committee write 
Major Carnac : — © We muſt confeſs 
ourſelves uneaſy at the neceſſity which 
you 


* Tranſlates entered in the Company's re- 
cords at Calcutta, at a conſultation of the pre- 
cent and council, May 10, 1764. 

Epidtetus ſays, If any one ſpeaks ill of 
thee, conſider whether he has truth on his fide; 
and if ſo, reform thyſelf.” We ſhall ſee how 
ihe gentlemen take the heathen's advice. 
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you have been under of acting upon 
the defenſive, and wiſh it may ſoon 
be in your power to change this plan; 
as it is beyond doubt, that all our ſuc- 
ceſſes againſt the powers of this em- 
pire, have been owing to acting offen- 
ſively, and always puſhing to the at- 
tack ; and this appears the more ne- 
ceſſary at this time, as the ill diſpo- 
ſition of our troops is likely to be in- 
creaſed by nothing ſo much as inaction. 
If it 1s poſſible for you to take 
with you a ſtock of proviſions for a 
few days, and by forced marches to 
bring Serajah Dowla to action, it ap- 
pears to us to be an adviſeable mea- 
ſure. | 
If you think this impracticable, 
or not adviſeable, the next alteration 
that occurs to us is, to leave a part of 
the army ſtrongly poſted at or near 
Patna, 
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Patna, for the ſecurity of the city, and 
either conduct yourſelf or ſend the re- 
mainder of the forces acroſs the river, 
to march from thence into Shujah 
Dowla's country, puſhing directly for 
Banaras; by which they would not 
only cut off the ſupplies which come 
to Shujah Dowla from that quarter, 
but probably induce Bulwant Sing to 
come over to our intereſts, and join 
in diſtreſſing him on that ſide. It is 
at the ſame time probable, that upon 
the appearance of ſuch a force, other 
parties may riſe upon is dominions, 
may be glad to ſeize ſuch an occaſion, 
to favour ſome pretenſions of their 
own. In caſe of Shujah Dowla's re- 
turn, we can only ſay in general, that we 
would have the war carried on in his 
country.“ 


8g EARLY 
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EarLy on the 3d of May, the 
united forces of the king, Shujah 
Dowla, and Coſſim Ally Khan, pre- 
ſented themſelves in order of battle 
before the Engliſh camp, near Patna, 
Sumro, one of Coſſim's generals, with 
the choice of the infantry, ſupported 
by a large body of cavalry, made an 
attack upon the Engliſh front; but 
not being able to advance under ſo 
heavy a fire as they gave them, Sumro 
ordered his men to he under cover, to 
wait for the ſucceſs of the aſſault upon 
the rear, where the enemy exerted their 
principal efforts. Mayor Carnac had 
the city of Patna, the camp of Meer 
Jaffier, who was with him, and his 
own poſt to take care of during the 
action. The whole army, particularly 
the Sepoys, behaved with the greateſt 


bravery, and at ſun- ſet they repulſed 
the 


Gn) 
the enemy completely, but the major's 
army was ſo fatigued with the labours 
of the day, and being up moſt part 
of the night before, waiting for the 
attack, that they were not able to 
purſue. The loſs on the fide of the 
Engliſh was conſiderable, and that of 
the allies, Major Carnac writes the 
council, muſt have been immenſe, 
as the fire of his troops was very cloſe, 

and extremely well diſtributed. 
Wu this news reached Calcutta, 
the council agree“ to write Major Car- 
nac, that they hope he has availed 
himſelf of the good diſpoſition of his 
troops, and before that time driven 
the enemy out of the country; and 
that they entertain no thoughts of 
treating with Shujah Dowla, having 
£2 no 


At a conſultation, May 21, 1764. 
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no conception of any conceſſions which 
it was in his power to make them.— 
That they have great reaſon to believe 
the nabob, Meer Jaffier, may want to 
hold his government under the king's 
authority, and give into any overtures 
for a negociation, from a vain notion 
of being independent of their ſupport, 
and therefore deſired by no means to 
allow any correſpondence to be carried 
on between Meer J affier and the king,“ 
but in this, and all other meaſures, the 
rabob muſt be entirely ruled by the 
major, whilſt the war continues. 

For ſome days after the battle on 
the 2d of May, the Engliſh army ex- 
pected to be atacked again by Shujah 
Dowla's ; but on the goth, the whole 
body of the allies marched off, and 
great part of them reached the mouth 

of 


His lawſul ſovereign. 
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of the Soane that evening; and Major 
Carnac writes the governor and coun- 
cil, the iſt of June, that he had ſelected 
a detachment under the command of 
Major Champion, to croſs over di— 
rectly to the Gauzepoor country, with 
orders to do all the miſchief there they 
can till the rains are ſet in. 

Tus preſident and council write the 
Major, to proſecute the war againſt 
Shujah Dowla, and to put his army in 
motion immediately, croſs the Soane, 
and purſue the enemy as far as the Gan- 
ges, and, if poſſible, to come to action 
to endeavour to take poſſeſſion of 
the Gauzepoor country, and collect 
its revenues, to aſtiit in paying the 
expence of the war; and to give all 
manner of protection to the inhabi- 
tants, in order to gain their affections. 

Tas 14th of June the council re- 

ceive 


ceive an account from Major Carnac, 
of the mutinous diſpoſition of many 
of his troops, with his opinion, that 
Meer Jaffier might wifh to be inde- 
pendent of the company; as it was 
very natural he ſhould be deſirous of 
holding the government of the pro- 
vinces by virtue of the royal Fir- 
maun; the religion, as well as the 
education of all muſſelmen teaching 
them to regard this as the only regular 
conſtituted authority. 

Major Carnac receives letters 
from the king and Shujah Dowla, 
with affurances that Coffin Ally Khan 
ſhould be arreſted and punithed ; to 
which the major returned for anſwer, 
that nothing could procure them a re- 
conciliation with the Engliſh but the 
actual delivery of Coflim, Sumro, 
and the deſerters. 

Tu 
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Tarts detachment under Major 
Champion, produced the effect ex- 
pected from it — as ſoon as Shujah 
Dowla received advice of its having 
begun hoſtilities in the diſtricts of 
Gauzepoor, he retired with his army 
towards his own country. Major Car- 
nac deſired leave to reſign his com- 
mand. The council ſent their per- 
miſſion, and at the ſame time requeſted 
Meer Jaffier, to leave the army at Pat- 
na, and come down to Calcutta, as 
they wanted to ſettle many points with 
him, of eſſential conſequence to his 
government and their own. * 


From the report of the committee of the 


houſe of commons, appointed to enquire into 
the ſtate of India affairs, in 1772 and 3, vol. i. 
part 2. 
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1. Stipulaticus between France ard 


England, relative to the Eaft Indies. 


2. The King's troops enter into the 
Company's ſervice at the end of the war 
in India. 3. Mutinous ſtate of the army 
— puniſhment inflifted for deſertion. 


I. Y the XIth article of the 

treaty of Paris, it was agreed 
that Great Britain ſhould reſtore to 
France, in the condition they then 
Were in, the different factories which 
x B that 
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that crown poſſeſſed, as well on the 
coaſt of Coromandel and Orixa, as 
on that of Malabar, as alſo in Ben- 
gal, at the beginning of the year 1749. 
And the king of France renounced all 
pretenſion to the acquiſitions which 
he had made on the coaſt of Coroman- 
del and Orixa ſince that time, and 
was to reſtore all that he had conquered 
from Great Britain in the Eaſt Indies, 
during the laſt war; and engaged not 
to erect fortifications, or to keep troops 
in any part of the dominions of the 
ſubah of Bengal. And in order to 
preſerve future peace, the Engliſh 
and French were to acknowledge 
Mahomet Ally Khan for lawful na- 
bob of the Carnatic, and Salabat 
Jing for lawful ſubah of the Decan ; 
and both parties were to renounce all 
demands and pretenſions of ſatisfac- 

tion, 
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tion, with which they might charge 
each other, or their Indian allies, for 
the depredations, or pillage, com- 
mitted on the one fide or on the other, 
during the war. 

2. AGREEABLE to which, orders 
were ſent out to India, and Colonel 
Munro ſays, in his evidence before 
the houſe of commons — “ In April, 
1764, I was under orders from his 
Majeſty's ſecretaries of ſtate and war, 
to return to Europe with ſuch of his 
Majeſty's troops as did not chooſe to 
inliſt into the company's ſervice. I 
was accordingly to have embarked 
with the troops the beginning of May, 
on board a Mocoa ſhip, which was to 
fail for Europe; but before I embark- 
ed, there were two expreſſes arrived 
from Bengal, acquainting the gover- 
nor and council at Bombay, that 

B 2 Shujah 
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Shujah Dowla and Coſſim Ally Khan 
had marched into the province of 
Bengal, at the head of ſixty thouſand 
men: That Major Adams, who 
commanded the army, was dead : 
That the ſettlement of Calcutta was 
in the utmoſt conſternation, and the 
company's affairs in the greateſt dan- 
ger; they therefore requeſted that the 
governor and council of Bombay 
would apply to me to go round im- 
mediately to take the command of 
the army, with his Majeſty's troops, 
and as many as could be ſpared from 
the preſidency of Bombay. As his 
Majeſty's- intention in ſending out 
troops to India, by the orders I had, 
was to aſſiſt and defend the company 
in their different ſettlements, I thought 
it would not be anſwering the inten- 
tion of ſending them out, to return 

and 
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and leave the company's affairs in that 
ſituation. I therefore complied with 
the requeſt, and arrived at Calcutta 
with his Majeſty's troops, and a de- 
tachment of the company's from Bom- 
bay, in May 1764. Mr. Vanſittart, 
who was then governor, acquainted 
me, that the army under the command 
of Major Carnac, ſince Shujah Dowla 
and his army had come into the pro- 
vince, had been upon the defenſive. 
Mr. Vanſittart requeſted, that I would: 
immediately repair with the troops I 
had carried round from Bombay, to 
Join the army which were in canton- 
ment at Patna, and take the com- 
mand of them.” 

3. I round the army, Europeans 
as well as Sepoys, mutinous, deſerting 
to the enemy, threatening to carry off 
their officers to the enemy, demanding 


F an 


a 
an augmentation of pay, demanding 
large ſums of money, which they ſaid 
had been promiſed by the nabob, and 
diſobedient to all order : Four hun- 
dred of the Europeans had gone off in 
a body, and joined the enemy ſome- 
time before I joined the army. This 
being the ſituation the army was in, 
I fully determined to endeavour to 
conquer that mutinous diſpoſition in 
them, before I would attempt to con- 
quer the enemy. I accordingly went 
with a detachment of the king and 
company's Europeans from Patna, 
with four field pieces of artillery, to 
Chippera, one of the cantonments. 
I think the very day or the day after 
I arrived, a whole battalion of Sepoys 
went off to join the enemy. I imme» 
diately detached an hundred Europe- 


ans and a battalion of Sepoys, to bring 
them 


OS 


them back to me; the detachment 
came up with them in the night time, 
found them aſleep, took them priſon- 
ers, and carried them back to Chip- 
pera, where I was ready to receive 
them. I immediately ordered the of- 
ficers to pick me out fifty of the men 
of the worſt characters, and who they 
thought might have enticed the batta- 
lion todeſert to the enemy; they did pick 
me out fifty; I deſired them to pick 
me four and twenty men out of the 
fifty of the worſt characters. I imme- 
diately ordered a field court-marſhal 
to be held by their own black officers, 
and after repreſenting to the officers 
the heinous crime the battalion had 
been guilty of, defired they would 
immediately bring me their ſentence z 
they found them guilty of mutiny and 
deſertion, fentenced them to ſuffer 

death, 
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death, and left the manner to me; I 
ordered, immediately, four of the 
twenty-four to be tied to the guns, 
and the artillery officers to prepare to 
blow them away. There was a re- 
markable circumſtance : four grena- 
diers repreſented, as they always had 
the poſt of honour, they thought they 
were intitled to be firſt blown away; 
the four battalion men were untied 
from the guns, and the four grena- 
diers tied, and blown away; upon 
which, the European officers of the 
battalions of Sepoys, who were then 
Tn the field, came and told me, that 
the Sepoys would not ſuffer any more 
of the men to be blown away, I 
ordered the artillery officers to load 
the four field-pieces with grape ſhot, 
and draw up the Europeans with their 
guns in the intervals; deſired the of- 

| ficers 
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ficers to return at the heads of their 
battalions; ordered them immediately 
to ground their arms, and if one of 
them attempted to move, I would 
give orders to fire upon them, and treat 
them the ſame as if they were Shujah 
Dowla's army. They did ground 
their arms, and did not attempt to 
take them up again, upon which I 
ordered ſixteen more of the twenty-four 
men to be tied to the guns by force, 
and blown away the ſame as the firſt, 
which was done: I immediately 
ordered the other four to be carried to 
a cantonment, where there had been, 
a defertion of the Sepoys ſometime be- 
tore, with poſitive orders to the com- 
manding officer at that cantonment, 
to blow them away in the ſame man- 
ner at the guns, which was accordingly 

| C done, 


10 3 
done, and which put an end to the 
mutiny and deſertion.“ * 


dee report from the ſelect committee ap- 
pointed by the houſe of commons to enquire 
into the ſtate of the Britiſh affairs in the Eaſt 
Indies. Part 1. page 40. 
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1, The battle of Buxar, between the Ring 
and Company's troops, and Shujah 
 Dowla's army. 2. Number killed. 
3. The Mogul deſires the protection of 
the Engliſh. 4. Overtures of peace 
from Shiljab Dowla. 5. Engliſh pro- 
teftion engaged to Ramnarrain, with- 


drawn, murdered, and his treaſure 
ſeixed. 


I. N the 22d of October 1764, 
Colonel Munro with his 

army arrived at Buxar, and encamped 
juſt within range of the ſhot of Shujah 
Dowla's army, and I found, ſays the 
Colonel, The greateſt part of his 
troops intrenched, with the Ganges 
upon their left, and the fort or village 
C 2 of 
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of Buxar on their rear. I ſent out 
ſpies to know if I could bring my 
artillery on the right of their camp, 
reſolving not to attack them on their 
left, that we might have a better 
chance to drive them into the Ganges 
than they ſhould us. The officers 
who were with me, as well as myſelf, 
thought they only meant to ſhew 
themſelves to ſtrike terror into our 
troops, never imagining they would 
quit their lines in order to attack us, 
and as I never heard of a black army 
before attacking an European army, I 
returned to our camp wiſhing they 
would come out and attack us, for 
our army was encamped in order of 
battle. On the 23d of October, about 


eight o'clock in the morning, the ene- 


my's right was in motion; I thought 


they meant to attack us: In a few 


minutes 
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minutes we were ready to receive them. 
The action began at nine, and laſted 
till twelve ; the enemy then gave way, 
went off very ſlowly: I immediately 
ordered the line to break into columns, 
and purſue. Two miles from the field 
of battle, there was a rivulet, where 
the enemy had a bridge of boats; they 
pierced their boats and ſunk them be- 
fore the rear of their army got over; 
by which means there was about two 
thouſand of them drowned and ſtick- 
ing in the mud : but that was the beſt 
piece of generalſhip Shujah Dowla 
ſhewed that day, becauſe if I could 
have croſſed the rivulet with the army, 
I would either have taken or drowned 
his whole army in the Carnaſſa, and 
come up with his treaſure and jewels, 
and Coſſim Ally Khan's jewels, which 
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I was informed amounted to between 
two and three millions.” 

2. Taz Engliſh army conſiſted 
of little more than four thouſand men, 
not above one thouſand were Euro- 
peans. The nabob's army were not 
leſs than forty thouſand. The killed 
and wounded in the Engliſh army 
were 847; in the nabob's 2000 Kkill- 
ed in the field of battle, excluſive of 
thoſe drowned. The colonel had not 
ſurgeons to dreſs his own wounded, he 
could not give the wounded. of the 
enemy any aſſiſtance; but he went for 
five days together to give rice and 
water to ſuch as would take it. 

3. Tur day after the battle, the 
mogul, who was a ſtate priſoner in 
Shujah Dowla's camp, wrote Colonel 
Munro a letter, giving him joy of the 
victory, and deſiring the colonel to 

— take 
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take him under the protection of the 
Engliſh, and ſaid, if he would do this, 
he would give the Engliſh Shujah 
Dowla's country, or any thing elſe 
they pleaſed to demand. And on the 
commanders receiving the conſent of 
the governor and council of Calcutta, 
he took the mogul under protection 
he had left Dowla's camp the night 
before the battle. 

4. Urox the Engliſh army arriving 
at Banaras, Shujah Dowla ſent his 
miniſter with overtures of peace. The 
colonel would not liſten to them un- 
leſs the nabob would deliver up to him 
Coflim Ally Khan and Sumro. Coſſim 
had ordered many of the Engliſh to 
be maſſacred when they were 1n his 
power, and Sumro had executed theſe 
orders, when no man 1n the nabob's 
army would do it but himſelf. Sumro 
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was a German, and a general officer 
under the nabob; he had been before 
a ſerjeant in the French ſervice, de- 
ſerted from them to us, and from us 
to Coſſim Ally Khan. But Shujah 
Dowla would not agree to give up to 
the Engliſh either Coſſim or Sumro; 
and the colonel ſaid he would not make 
peace with him, if he would give him 
all the lacks in his treaſury, unleſs he 
would deliver up thoſe murderers, 
Bene Bahadre, the nabob's miniſter, 
returned again to the Engliſh com- 
mander, and ſaid, if he would but 
make peace with lis maſter Shujah 
Dowla, he would put the Engliſh upon 
a method of laying hold of both Coſſim 
and Sumro. The colonel would not 
agree to peace on theſe terms. Bene 
Bzhadre then deſired him to let Cap- 
tain Stables return with him to. the 

nabob's 
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nabob's camp. The nabob, he ſaid, 
wanted to ſpeak with him. Captain 
Stables underſtood the country lan- 
guage, and agreed to riſque his own 
life, if he could but be the inſtrument 
of bringing Coſſim and Sumro to be 
made public examples of. He vent 
along with the miniſter to the camp, 
and the anſwer he returned with was, 
that the nabob would not give up 
Coſſim by any manner of means; but 
let him eſcape: Bur if the colonel 
would fend two or three Engliſh gen- 
tiemen, who knew Sumro, the nabob 
would aſk him to an entertainment, 
and in preſence of thoſe gentlemen he 
would order him to be put to death. 
5. Tae protection of Shujah ſtood 
Coſſim in better ſtead than that of the 
Engliſh did Ramnarrain, three years 
D before. 
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before. Ramnarrain was an able 
man, but very avaricious, and had the 
credit of being very wealthy, and 
this ſame Coſſim wiſhed much to have 
him in his power. He was always, 
ſays Sir Eyre Coote, * an object of jea- 
louſy of the nabob's, and even Meer 
Jaffier wiſhed to have had hold of his 
treaſures ; however, my Lord Clive 
had ſecured him from any injuſtice of 
that nature, and it was deemed a point 
of policy to ſupport Ramnarrain; and 
the firſt orders I received after the 
victory over the Shawzadda, were to 
maintain the engagements which had 
been obſerved in my Lord Clive's 
time, with reſpect to protecting Ram- 
narrain from any violence or injuſtice 
on the part of the nabob.— The plea 
* hir being in arrear was the pretext 

| always 
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always made uſe of for oppreſſing him, 
but without foundation; for in the 
frequent converſations I had with 
Ramnarrain on the ſubject, he always 
ſeemed ready to come to a fair and 
equitable account. The governor and 
council thought proper afterwards to 
give me contrary directions reſpecting 
that unfortunate man. There ſtands 
upon the company's records, a letter 
from me to the board, ſhewing the 
contrariety of their orders, and an 
abſolute refuſal, while I was at the 
head of their forces, of doing ſo diſ- 
honourable an act, as delivering up 
this man to his enemy.” 

Waezen Major Carnac had the com- 
mand of the army, he wrote to the 
ſelect committee at Calcutta That 
he believed they were all acquainted 
with the engagements entered into by 
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Colonel Clive, on the part of the 
Engliſh, with Ramnarrain—that juſ- 
tice pleaded in his behalft—that it was 
good policy to ſupport the weight and 
influence of a perſon known to be ſo 
attached to the Engliſh intereſt, * The 
committee in their inſtructions to Colo- 
nel Coote, at Fort William, April 21, 
1761, ſay — © As Ramnarrain has 
been remarkably ſteady in his alliance 
with the company, and received from 
Colonel Clive particular aſſurance of 
protection, with reſpect to his perſon, 
tortune, and government, we recom- 
mend to you to ſecure him againſt all 
attempts of oppreſſion or injuſtice : 
And further, that the government of 


Patna may be preſerved to him, if it 
be 


®* See Major Carnac's letter, dated at the 
camp at Bockypoor, April 13, 1761. Reports, 
vol. 1. p. 153. appendix, No, 13. 
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be his inclination to continue it.“ 
And Colonel Coote, in his letter to 
the preſident and council at Fort Wil- 
liam, July 17, 1761, ſays—““ Though 
the nabob was pleaſed to offer me five 
lacks and a half of rupees to turn out 
Ramnarrain, yet ſo determined was [ 
not to deviate in the leaſt from your 
inſtructions, that however great this 
offer might appear, I refuſed it.” * 
But, ſays the colonel, in his examina- 
tion betore the committee of the houſe 
of commons —<© 1 wes ordered by the 
ſelect committee to withdraw the pro- 
tection to Ramnarrain, which I did 
accordingly. — He was ſoon after 
murdered, and his treaſure ſeized.“ + 

Bur to return to the army under 
Colonel Munro, now at Banaras, 
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INDIA AFFAIRS. 


CH AF. ik 


i. Cuertures of Peace from Shujah Dowla 
declined, Treaty concluded <vith the 
Mogul. Colonel Munro quits the 
army — is ſucceded by Major Carnac. 
2. Progreſs of affairs from January 
1765. 


1. HE nabob, Shujah Dowla, 
offered Captain Stables a ſum 

of money, to prevail with Colonel 
Munro, to agree to his terms of peace, 
without giving up Coſſim Ally Khan 
to be puniſhed for the cruelties he kad 
inflicted upon the Engliſh. But as 
Colonel Munro ſays, I never would 
do this, the next thing to be conſidered 
was, the driving Shujah Dowla intirely 
out of his country, and the manner of 
ſettling 
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ſettling it.” —— © I wrote to the go- 
vernor and council at Calcutta, and 
ſent them a letter from the mogul, de- 
firing me to make no peace with Shu- 
jah Dowla; that he would cede part 
of his country to the Engliſh company, 
and keep the reſt himſelf. The go- 
vernor and council ſent me a copy 
of a treaty to be executed with the 
king, which took place accordingly. * 
Before Colonel Munro quitted the 
command of the army, Bulwand Sing, 
colle&or of the revenues of the na- 
bob's country, learning the colonel 
had rejected an offer of four lacks of 
rupees to diſplace him, came to the 
colonel and begged his acceptance of 
80,000 rupees, which is 10,0001. and 
except that, the colonel ſolemnly de- 

clared 
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clared he never received a ſingle ru- 
pee, for all the time he was in Bengal, 
near five years, beſides the cuſtomary 
preſents, which are of ſmall account : 
and he refuſed the offer of more than 
300,000]. at different times, for mak- 
ing alterations in the officers of the 
government. When Colonel Munro 
left the army * Major Carnac was ſent 
by the governor and council from Cal- 
cutta, to take the command of it; 
theſe gentlemen met upon the road, 
and the colonel told the major, had 
he continued with the army, he would 
avoid coming to any general action 
with Shujah Dowla, as they were then 
in poſſeſſion of the greateſt part of his 
country, and his army muſt of courſe 


diſperſe when his money was out. + 
E AT 


January 6, 17668. Colonel Munro's 
evidence. Reports, vol. i. p. 43. 
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Ar this time the nabob, Meer Jaf- 
fier Ally Khan, was taken ill at Moor- 
ſhebad, and finding his diſorder in- 
creaſing every day, he ſent for his ſe- 
cond ſon, (the eldeſt alive) and grow- 
ing irrecoverable, he delivered to him 
a paper of advice, and recommended 
the Rajah Nundcomer as his miniſter, 
and ordered Mr. Middleton and the 
other Engliſh gentlemen to be ſent for, 
with all the ſervants of his govern- 
ment, and in their preſence, deſired 
orders might be given to all the people 
to obey his ſon Najim ul Dowla, in 
every reſpect as they did him. He 

expired the 14th of January 1765. 


CH AP. 


I 


INDIA AFFAIRS. 


„ OS, 
Obſervations on Meer Jaſſier's Reign. 


F what this prince ſaid when he 
came out of his palace to ſurren- 
der himſelf to the Engliſh commander, 
was the genuine dictates of his mind, 
it appears Meer Jaffier poſſeſſed ſenti- 
ments which would afford himno ſmall 
ſupport under his ſufferings. — I 
have ſworn, ſaid he, to the Engliſh, 
to be their faithful friend — I will 
never ſwerve from my engagements. 
I will rather ſuffer death than draw 
my {word againſt them, though I have 
friends enough to hazard at leaſt one 
battle in my defence. — But I ſee no 
| E 2 oaths 
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oaths are ſacred enough to bind the 
Engliſh.” * 

Ms. Warrs, who negociated the 
treaty with Meer Jaffier in 1757, wrote 
Colonel Clive, + that the admiral, the 
commander of the company's land 
forces, and the committee and council, 
were to ſign the treaty on their part, 
affirming in the name of God, and of 
our Saviour, that they would abide 
by it. The committee at Calcutta 
write the directors $ — ** The 19th of 
May the treaty being engroſſed, in 
the manner Mr. Watts had requeſted, 
it was returned to be preſented to 
Meer Jaffier, who, on the 15th of 

June, 


The account given of the revolution to 
the directors, by the committee at Calcutta, in 
1762. Reports, vol. i. p. 147. 


+ His letter of the 14th of May.— Ib. p. 104. 


Letter, July 14, 1757. Appendix No. 5. 
Reports, vol. i. p. 101. 
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June, * in the preſence of Mr. Watts, 
ſolemnly ſaid — “ I ſwear by God, 
and the prophet of God, to abide 
by the terms of this treaty, whilſt I 
have life.“ + 

In the night of the 19th of October 
1760, the Engliſh troops eritered the 
court of his palace and forced him to 
reſign his government to Coſſim. At 
a time when there was not the leaſt ap- 
pearance of a rupture or diſguſt — 
thus was Meer Jaffier depoſed, in 
breach of a treaty founded on the moſt 
ſolemn oaths, and in violation of the 
national faith.” 5 


Coss1Mm 


Reports, vol. i. p. 102. + 16. p. 106. 
& Letter from Calcutta, 11th of March 
1762, to the ſecret committee of the company 
in London, ſigned by Eyre Ceocte, P. Amyatt, 
Jebn Carnac, W. Ellis, S. Batſin, H. Verelſt. 
— Reports, vol. i. p. 153. 


— > . $-- 4 Wo 


19 

Cossiu ALLy Knan agreed to give 
twenty lacks of rupees to the Engliſh 
gentlemen who were to bring about the 
revolution in his favour, and twenty 
lacks more for the uſe of the com- 
pany. * 

War Meer Jaffier gave for his 
firſt advancement to the ſubahſhip, and 
his reſtoration to it, far exceeded the 
ſum ſtipulated with Coſſim. Jaffier 
obtained the government by an agree- 
ment with the Engliſh, to betray the 
reigning nabob, Serajah Dowla, at the 
battle of Plaſſey — And by an agree- 
ment with the Engliſh he was betray- 
ed by his ſon-in-law, and forced from 
his palace and government. Jaffier 
ſhewed a regard to the treaty he had 
made with the Engliſh, and was re- 
ſtored to his dominions, The Engliſh 

broke 


® Reports, vol. i. appendix 65, 
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broke their engagement, and were ſe- 
verely puniſhed by the loſs of thoſe 
unfortunate gentlemen, who fell vic- 
tims to the cruelty of Coſſim, for whom 
they violated the public faith. 

MER JArrIER had buried his 
eldeſt fon before he was depoſed, and 
he ſeems to have greatly lamented the 
loſs of his aſſiſtance, when involved in 
the difficulties of his government, from 
which he was only relieved by the 
friendly meſſenger to all good men. 

MR JaryFitr's eldeſt ſon left a 
prince who was only ſix years old when 
Meer Jaffier died. The governor and 
council did not chooſe to take that line 
of ſucceſſion, contrary to the appoint- 
ment of Jaffier in favour of his ſecond 
ſon, though ſome of the gentlemen 
thought it would be better to have a 

—— long 
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long minority; but the late nabob 
having aſſociated his ſon in the govern- 
ment, they feared it might have the 
appearance of another revolution. 

Tut crimes of which Meer Jaffier 
was accuſed - putting ſeveral perſons 
to death without reaſon or juſtice—on 
a ſtrict enquiry, were found not to be 
true; the very perſons ſaid to have 
been murdered by him, were all, ex- 
cept two, found to be living when the 
matter was examined after his reſtora- 
tion; neither had he broke any of his 
engagements with the Engliſh. On 
the contrary, amity and friendſhip is 
faid to have ſubſiſted on his part to 
the time they depoſed him. 


CHAP, 
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INDIA AFFAIRS. 


„ 


1. The acceſſion of Najim ul Dowla to 
the ſubahſhip after the death of his 
father Meer Jaffier. 2. Conduct of 
the Engliſh gentlemen ſent to him from 
Calcutta. 3. Evidence given by an 
agent, employed to obtain preſents. 


1. H E preſident ani council at 
1 Calcutta appointed four gen- 
tlemen to go up to Muxadavad in the 
name of the Company to wait on Najim 
ul Dowla the fon of Jaffier. Two trea- 
ties were figned by the committee, and 
when the prince had acceded ro them, 
he was to be proclaimed nabob. Mr. 
Middleton acquainted Najtm of their 
F be:ng 
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being on their way, and he ſent the mi- 
niſter recommended to him by his fa- 
ther to meet them, and the gentlemen 
arrived the next day; and, ſays the na- 
bob, in the letter he wrote to the com- 
mittee at Calcutta, giving an account 
of what paſſed on this occaſion, — 
« I was confident that thele my 
friends and well-wiſhers would have 
done me the compliments of condo- 
lance and comfort me, but they did 
not to me the leaſt thing of this kind 
inſtead whereof they began to incum- 
ber me with many troubleſome things, 
and at the ſame time ſent out all the 
people that were preſent, together with 
my brother; and then they told me to 
ſend for Mahomed Reza Cawn from 
Decca, and ſet him up as naib of the 
Nizamut, This troubled me much; 


and they told me alto, that till he was 
{ct 


L. 3s J 


ſet up as naib, I muſt not fit in the 
Dewan Connah ; and that I muſt live 
in the ſame place, and put a ſtop to 
all public buſineſs. 

„The above Reza Cawn has had 
long ago evil intentions on the Niza- 
mut; my father, therefore, deemed him 
always as his enemy ; and beſides, there 
is a large ſum of money due from him 
to the ſircar. For theſe reaſons I 
thought proper not to acquieſce to any 
of the above propoſals that were made 
to me. I told them to perule the pa- 
per of advice of my deceaſed father, 
and fee how it directs, and which I 
ſhall readily follow. In anſwer to this, 
they replied, that your paper of ad- 
vice was of no force or virtue; and 
every thing muſt be done as we think 
proper, 

F 2 « In 
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„ Ty this manner they have vexed 
me, by fitting almoſt every day from 
the firſt of their arrival to their depar- 
ture, | 

« Tyzxy preſented me with a paper 
and deſired I would ſign it. This 
paper was that which they brought 
with them, and infiſted on me to com- 
ply with their requeſt. I ſent for my 
friends, and one of them acquainted the 
gentlemen, that whatever paper they 
wanted to be figned, they would have no 
difficulty in it, at the ſame time it was 
proper for all of them to peruſe it firſt, 
The gentlemen being much diſpleaſed 
at this, aſked in a very angry manner, 
who they were that wanted to peruſe 
the paper? After this, one of my 
friends, who was near my preſence, told 
me to bring the former treaty, and 
compare 
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compare that with this, and then ſign 
it. At this one of the gentlemen 
turned out this my friend, and told me 
it I did not ſet up Reza Cawn in his 
naibſhip, and immediately ſign the pa- 
per, I ſhould have no great chance of 
being in the poſſeſſion of the ſubadar- 
ry, and then I ſhould be extremely ſor- 
ry for it. When I ſaw him preſſing 
me to eagerly, and in an unfriendly 
manner, I thought proper to ſign and 
deliver the paper to them, and they 
carried it away. 

„After this Reza Cawn arrived 
and fat as naib, and for the better ſe- 
curing his naibſhip, he has diſtributed 
twenty lacks of rupees out of my trea- 
ſury, to ſuch perſons as he thought 
proper, and has made one of the gen- 
tlemen his protector, This gentleman's 
bad treatment of me after my father's 

death, 


WS 
death, and Reza Cawn's ſtation, are 


to me as if I was day and night in a 
flame,” “ 


2, Narrative given by Tuggut Seet, 
of the conduct of the deputies, 


„When the gentlemen of the coun- 
cil went to Moorſhebad, and applied 
themſelves to the regulation of the 
whole ſubadarry, they ſent me the fol. 
lowing meſſage by Mootyram. 
Make us ſome acknowledgment and 
we will ſettle all your buſineſs accord- 
ing to your heart's deſire, otherwiſe we 
ſhall be diſpleaſed and your buſineſs 
meet with no aſſiſtance, for you for- 
merly made an acknowledgment to 
Lord Clive, and other gentlemen,” I 
informed them Lord Clive never ſaid 

a 
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a word on this ſubject, and that I did 


not give him even a ſingle daum. 
They ſent me a meſſage in anſwer as 
follows : You may not be ac- 
quainted with it, but your fathers made 
us acknowledgments; give us five 
lacks of rupees. I anſwered, Our fa- 
thers never did give Lord Clive a ſin- 
gle daum. They replied, If you would 
wiſh to have your buſineſs go freely 
on, make us ſome acknowledgment. 
Being remedileſs, I conſented to give 
one hundred and twenty five thouſand 
rupees, fifty thouſand immediately, and 
the reſt when I could collect in my 
debts from the country. The gen- 
emen agreed to this. | 
„ Enquisy having been made, 1 
Juggut Seet have written theſe parti- 
culars, in which there is by no means 
a word of untruth.“ A true tranſla- 
tion, 


[ 4 ] 
tion, figned George Vanfittart, Per- 
Nan tranflator.““ 

3. Mootyram, who was employed 
by the Enghſh deputies to treat with 
the officers to be placed about rhe na- 
bob, afterwards gave the following 
evidence to the new committee at Cal- 
cutta. 

Queſtion. What meſſage did you 
carry from the gentlemen to Reza 


Cawn ? 

Anſwer. T was ordered to aſk for 
preſents. 

A Did one gentleman ſend you in 
his own name, or in that of the de- 
putation ? | 

A. In all their names. 

What anſwer had you from Re- 
za Cawn? | 

| A. He 

No 84, Appendix, Reports, vol., i. 
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A. He firſt ſaid, Very well, I'll 
try what I can do;” but afterwards 
he ſaid, © It was very improper, to aſk 
money of the Seets, Ir will get me 
a bad name. 

92. What did you ſay about ſtop- 
ing their buſineſs, unleſs they complied 
with the demand ? 

A. I did tell him that the gentle- 
men would protect their buſineſs, if 
they would make a preſent; if not, 
the buſineſs of the Seets would meet 
with no protection or countenance, 
Juggut Seet ſaid, — © If the gentle- 
men will be ſatisfied with rings, jew- 
els, and ſuch preſents to the value of 
twenty five thouſand rupees, I will 
comply. But on his being preſſed 
farther, he agreed to give fifty thou- 
ſand, which was not accepted. They 

G at 
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et length, in about twenty days, con- 
ſented to give one hundred and twenty 
five thouſand rupees. The money was 
ſent in a ſtackeree, at which the gen- 
tlemen were very angry, and ſaid, Why 
was it not given to Mootyram, or ſent 
more privately, 

9. To what amount of the nabob's 
money came through your hands to 
the deputies ? 

A. One of the gentlemen received 
through my hands, 237,500 rupees, 
another 50,000, but what was paid 
to the other gentlemen I know not, 
their own ſervants tranſacted that bu- 
ſineſs for them.“ 

In February 1765, Najim was pro- 
claimed at his capital Muxadavad, 
and while the deputies were there, 

the 
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INDIA AFFAIRS. 


C HAF. VI. 


1. Lord Clive's arrival in India. — The 
objefts in view for the Company. 
2. State of things at Bengal, and the 
Acſiens propoſed to the Committee. 


HE 10th of April, Lord Clive 

arrived at Madrals, and wrote 

the following letter to Thomas Rous, 
Kiq; one of the directors: 


Madraſs, April 17, 1765. 
« DEAR SIR, 

«© WE arrived at this place 
the roth inſtant, and ſhall proceed to 
Bengal next Saturday. I muſt now 
enter with you into the politics of India, 
The particulars of our late ſucceſs, and 
now voy flouriſhing condition of the 
company's 
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company's affairs in Indoſtan, you will 
have been informed of at . before 
this reaches you. 

Wi have at laſt arrived at that 
critical period, which I have long fore- 
ſeen ; I mean, that period which renders 
it neceſſary for us todetermine, whether 
we can or ſhall take the whole to our- 
ſelves. — Shujah Dowla is beat from 
his dominion z we are in poſſeſſion of 
it, and it is ſcarcely hyperbole to ſay— 
to-morrow the whole Mogul empire 
will be in our power. — A large army 
of Europeans will eſſectually preſerve 
us ſovereigns, — You will, I am ſure, 
imagine with me, that after the length 
we have run, the princes of Indoſtan 
muſt conclude our views to be bound- 
leſs : they have ſeen ſuch inſtances of 
our ambition, that they cannot ſuppoſe 
us capable of moderation, The very 

nabobs 


1 
nabobs whom we might ſupport would 
be either covetous of our poſſeſſions, 
or jealous of our power. Ambition, 
fear, avarice, would be daily watching 
to deſtroy us; a victory would be but 
a- temporary relief to us, for the de- 
throning of tlie firſt nabob, would be 
followed by the ſetting up another. — 
We muſt indeed become nabobs our- 
ſelves in fact, if not in name, perhaps 
totally ſo without diſguiſe. But on 
this ſubje& I cannot be certain until 
my arrival at Bengal. — Let us, and 
without delay, complete our three 
European regiments to a thouſand men 
each ; theſe, with five hundred light 
cavalry, three or four regiments of 
artillery, and the forces of the country, 
will certainly render us invincible. — 
In ſhort, if riches and ſecurirty are the 
objects of the company, this 1s the 

4% | method, 
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method, the only method, now for 
ſecuring them.” * - 

2. Tae zd of May 1765, Lord 
Clive arrived in Bengal, and being 
accompanied to Calcutta, by a depu- 
tation, took charge of the government. 
On the 5th of May his lordſhip aſ- 
fembled the council at Fort William, 


when the company*s inſtructions were 


read, and the gentlemen appointed to 
form a ſelect committee, to aſſiſt Lord 
Clive in reſtoring peace to the com- 
pany's affairs, were admitted at the 
board, and on the 7th of May the 
committee met for the diſpatch of bu- 
ſineſs. Each member took an oath 
not to reveal, to any perſon whatever, 
any of the proceedings of the com- 
mittee, before the ſame was laid be- 
Fore the council, or till the committee 
A | 1 Was 
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was diſſolved, and they adminiſtered 
the ſame oath to their ſccretary and 
his aſſiſtant. 

Lozp Crive then informed the 
committee, that he little imagined, - 
when he reſigned the government of 
Bengal, five years ago, that he ſhould 
ever enter upon it again ; but the late 
diſtracted ſtate of affairs in India, had 
alarmed the proprietors of ſtock, and 
at one of their moſt numerous general 
courts, he was unanimouſly, defired to 
reſume the government of Bengal. 

Tus ſucceſs of the forces which 

I had the honour to command in the 
year 1757, completed a revolution in 
favour of Meer Jaffier; an event on 
which the exiſtence of the Eaſt India 
Company at that time depended, The 
treaty concluded with him was pro- 
ductive of large advantages to the 
II nation, 
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nation, as well as to individuals, and 
ſeemed to inſure the company greater 
benefits than they had ever n en- 
joyed. 

Mr ſucceſſors, ſoon after my de- 
parture, thought proper to raiſe Coſ- 
ſim Ally Khan to the ſubahſhip, the 
conſequences of which, whatever was 
the cauſe, had been unfortunate.“ 

« A very few days are elapſed ſince 
our arrival; and yet it we conſider 
what has already come to our know- 
ledge, we cannot heſitate a moment 
upon the neceſlity of aſſuming the 
power that is in us of conducting, as 
a ſelect committee, the affairs, both 
civil and military, of this ſettlement. 
What do we hear of, what do we ſee, 
but anarchy, confuſion, and what is 
worſe, an almoſt general corruption ? 


cc Ir 
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4 It is abſolutely indiſpenſible for 
the ſpeedy ſettlement of the company's 
affairs, that the power ſhould be lodged 
in the hands of a few, or the defigns 
of the proprietors in ſoliciting me to 
accept the government will be baffled 
and delayed, if not totally eluded, by 
their ſervants. 

To eſtabliſh a country government 
—to ſecure the commercial intereſt— 
and to perpetuate the revenues of the 
company to form the military, and to 
amend the civil departments, theſe will 
be the objects of our ſerious attention. 
By this committee I ſhall hope to ſee 
theſe important matters completely 
regulated, before 1 reſign the govern- 
ment; and you know that my inten- 
tion is to remain in it no longer than 
my aſſiſtance may be thought neceſſary 

H. 2 towards 
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towards accompliſhing 1 great ng 
ſalutary purpoſes.” * 

To get into the power of the com- 
pany the whole Mogul empire, was a 
great purpoſe—to obtain and govern 
it by an invincible force, + a ſalutary 
one. 


* No. 24. Appendix, Reports, vol. i. 


+ Lord Clive's letter to Mr. Rous from 
Madraſs. 
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INDIA AFFAIRS. 


G. 


1. The Committee write General Carnac. 
2, The young nabch arrives at Cal- 
cutta, 3. General Carnac's advice 
from the army, with Shujah Dowla's 
letter and anſwer. 


HE Committee write the fol- 
lowing letter : 

To Brigadier General John Car- 
nac, commander in chief of the 
army. 

ein, 
© AGREEABLE to the inſtructions 
of the honourable Company, we have 
this day aſſumed the powers of a ſe- 
le& committee, with which we are in- 


veſted, And we ſend you, as a mem- 
ber 
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ber of this committee, a copy of the 
company's inſtructions, and of the oath 
we have taken, which we defire you 
to receive from the Company's ſervant 
upon the ſpor, in order that our cor- 
reſpondence may be without reſerve. 
The neceſſary meaſures you are to pur- 
ſue, we ſubmit to your direCtion,”* 

Fort William, May 7, 1776. 

2. AT this time the nabob Najim 
ul Dowla came to Calcutta, and ad- 
dreſſed the committee on the ſubject of 


the preſents obtained from him and 


his miniſters, on his acceſſion. 

Tux committee make this minute 
on that buſineſs, the 11th of May,— 
„The facts advanced by the nabob, 
and other circumſtances which have 
this day appeared to the committee, 
being maturely weighed and conſider- 

— . 
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ed, the committee are of opinion, that 
Mahomed Reza Cawn, Unce the death 
of the late nabob, has diſtributed 
among certain perſons near twenty 
lacks of rupees.““ 

3. Tar committee receive letters 
from General Carnac of the goth of 
April, That in conſequence of ad- 
vice that Shujah Dowla, with Caz 
Dyn Cawn, was on his way to Korah, 
to join Mulhar, who is there with the 
Morattoes, he had croſſed the Ganges. wn 
That Captain Graham had a ſmart 
{ſkirmiſh with a diſaffected Zemyndar, 
wherein the latter, with a conſiderable 
number of men, was killed; and that 
we had ſuſtained a material loſs in one 
Tarbeg, a leader of our few Perfian 
horſe, who died of his wounds.” 

Taz 2d of May, the General writes, 
if the enemy did not fall back, the 

committee 
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committee might ſoon expect to hear 
of a battle. The day following they 
did engage, and the General routed the 
enemy. The 5th of May he received 
intelligence that Shujah Dowla and 
the Morattoes had ſeparated. And 
the 19th of May General Carnac re- 
ceived the following letter from Shu- 
jah Dow la: 

« It is known all over the world, 
that the illuſtrious chiefs of the En- 
gliſh nation, are conſtant and un- 
changeable in their friendſhip, which 
my heart is fully perſuaded of. The 
late diſturbances were contrary to my 
inclinations; but it was ſo ordered by 
providence. I now ſee things in a pro- 
per light, and have a ſtrong deſire to 
come to you; and I am perſuaded you 
will treat me in a manner befitting your 
own honour. You have ſhewn great 

| favour 
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favour to others; when you become 
acquainted with me, you will ſee with 
your own eyes, and be thoroughly ſen- 
ſible of my attachment, from which 1 
will never depart while I have life. 
I am this day the 26th of the moon, 
arrived at Belgram, Pleaſe God in a 
very ſhort time I ſhall have the happi- 
nels of meeting with you. As for other 
particulars I refer you to Mouyr-0- 
Dowla.“ 
With his own hand, 
« My FRIEND, 

«© I REGARD not wealth, nor govern- 
ment of countries; your favour and 
friendſhip is all I deſire, Pleaſe God I 
will be with you very ſoon, when you 
will do for me what you think beſt.” 

GENERAL CARNAc's anſwer. 

« Tux receipt of your letter gave 

me great pleaſure. You was before 
1 unac— 
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11 
unacquainted with our cuſtoms and 
diſpoſitions; thanks be to God that 
you are now become ſenſible of the 
Juſtice and upright intentions of the 
Engliſh. Now that you are pleaſed 
to come to me in a friendly manner, 
you may depend on the beſt reception 
in my power, {ſuitable to our cuſtoms, 
and I will not be deficient in forward- 
ing whatever 15 reaſonable for your in- 
tereſt; and when your excellency ſhall 
ſhew a real attachment to the Engliſh, 
their friendſhip towards you in return, 
will be made manifeſt to the whole 
world. — You may with perfect con- 
ſidencè come here as to your own 
houſe, and to thoſe that wiſh your 
welfare; further particulars you will 
| have from Mouyr-o-Dowla.” 

Tas 24th of May the General writes 
the committee : 


cc IF 
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lx we can make a friend of Shu- 
jah Dowla, which J really believe we 
may, provided we uſe with moderation 
our ſucceſs, and do not urge him to 
deſpair, I am firmly of opinion that he, 
from the extreme regard in which he 
is held throughout the country, even 
in his preſent diſtreſs, will prove a 
much better ſecurity to our frontier 
than any one we can put in theſe do- 
minions, in his room.“ 

From the camp at Jajaman on 
the banks of the Ganges, 
May 27, 17635. 


* No. 84, Appendix to vol. 1. Reports of 
the committee of the Houſe of Commons. 


I 2 CHAP. 


_ - - 
— - - - 
- — - 


— — — — — — 
56 * =_ =" - s — 
- — - = _ 
— — 2 1 —_ - 7 > — 
* ==> 
= > <4 — 2 — 
o — * 
2 1 


£5 a A855 Ga 28a 


- 


” 


INDIA AFFAIRS. 


. 


I. Iiſtructions frem the Commiltee to 
General Carnac cu the terms of Pecce 
with Shtjah. 2. The interview with 
kim. 3. And with the Mogul, 


I, HE 1oth of June the com- 
mittee write to General Car- 

nas : 

. 


Your letters of the 26th 
and 27th of May afford us great plea- 
ſure; the intelligence is important, and 
the ſentiments you expreſs generous, 
and ſuch as we are determined to adopt. 
We join with you in opinion that every 
appearance of inſult and violence to a 

perſon 


1 62 J 
perſon of Shujah Dowla's character, 
ought to be carefully avoided, in the 
terms we demand. Among men of 
honour and ſentiment, a peace can only 
be permanent where the advantages 
are reciprocal.” 

& Log D CLIVE, who ſets out for the 
army in four or five days, will be em- 
powered, in conjunction with you, to 
ſettle every thing in whatever manner 
ſhall appear moſt conducive to the 
great object we have in view. 

% In ſketching out the preliminarics 
with Shujah Dowla, the king's honour 
muſt be conſulted, and his ſafety and 
ſubſiſtance ſecured wherever he chooſes 
to reſide, Coſſim Ally and Sumro, we 
would be glad to have delivered into 
our hands, if Shujah Dowla will do it 
voluntarily — or elſe put to death by 
himſelf ; but if neither can be effected 

without 


1 wed. e d an nere 


„ 
without diſguſting him, and thereby 
endangering the ſtability of the peace, 
it muſt he left to his own honour.” 

«© Ix money affairs we muſt appear 
cenerous and diſintereſted ; and it you 
tipulate for any ſums to be paid, they 
ought to be on account of the com- 
pany, who have ſome claim to an 
indemnification, and whoſe intereſt 
ought to be our principal object. 

Fort William, 
the 10th of June, 1765. 


« P.S. We would further recom- 
mend, that you ſtipulate with Shujah 
Dowla for the eſtabliſhment of faco- 
ries, and an entire ].berty oi trade in 
every part of his dominions; but we 
mean not to ſupport this privilege by 
any military force, nor to introduce 


troops or garriſons into his country,” 
2. General 


La] 


2. GENERAL Carnac, to the Right 
Hon. Lord Clive, and the gentle- 
men of the Select Committee: 


« My Log p, and Gentlemen, 


HEARING that Shujah 
Dowla was drawing near, I fent Cap- 
tain Swinton with Rajah Sittabroy to 
meet him. He arrived in the evening 
on the oppoſite ſide of the river, and 
immediately croſſed it with his brother- 
in-law, Salar Jung, and a very few 
followers, in order to wait upon me. 
I received him with all poſſible marks 


of diſtinction, at which he expreſſed 


much ſatisfaction. He appears, how- 


ever, a good deal dejected at his pre- 
{ent condition, which muſt bear very 
hard upon him; and he mult find 
himſelf without reſource z or being, as 

he 


| 
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he undoubtedly is, the moſt conſider. 


able man in the empire, and of an 


uncommonly high ſpirit, he would 
not have ſubmitted to ſuch a conde- 
ſcenſion. It will, in my opinion, 
greatly add to the Engliſh name, 
throughout the country, our behaving 
with generoſity towards a perſon who 
has all along born a high reputation 
in Indoſtan.“ 

3. Tae General writes the com- 
mittee the 19th of June :— 

« ] juDGED it moſt adviſeable to 
make the beſt of my way to the King, 
who choſe to halt at Manipur, and 
there wait ſor me. — I arrived here 
yeſterday, and immediately waited 
upon his Majeſty, who expreſſed much 
ſatisfaction at Shujah Dowla's being 
come in. I am to preſent Shujah 

N Dowla 


Jo : 2 —ͤ —— 


1 
Dowla to him to-morrow, and I wait 


with the greateſt impatience to know 
how far you are willing to favour 


Shujah Dowla.“ 


197 1 
INDIA AFFAIRS, 


CHAT. 1k 


I. Treaties concluded with the Mogul and 
Shujab Dowla. 2. Their advantages. 


HE zd of Auguſt 1765, Lord 

Clive and General Carnac write 
the ſele& committee, that the day be- 
fore they had a conference with Shu- 
jah Dowla, when he offered to pay 
fifty lacks to the company for indem- 
nification for the charges incurred by 
the war, 

As to the ſurrender of Coſſim Ally 
Khan, Sumro and the deſerters, it 
was out of his power. Coſſim had 
ſought ſhelter in the Rohillah country, 
and Sumro had placed himſelf under 

the 
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18 
the protection of the Jauts, where he 
was ſkreened both from Shujah Dowla 
and us. 

Tus 11th of Auguſt, Lord Clive 
and the General paid a, viſit to the 
King on buſineſs. His Majeſty deh- 
vered his demands to Lord Clive in the 
Perſian language. The King was then 
requeſted to grant to the company, the 
de wannee of the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orixa: his Majeſty ſigned 
the far, and gave them that revenue 
for ever. The 16th of Auguſt, the 
treaty between Shujah Dowla and the 
company was concluded, to which the 
King alio fer his feal. 

Tu 19th, an inſtrument was exec— 
cuted to the King, in the name of the 
nabob Najim ul Dowla, tor a yearly 
tribute of twenty ſix lacks of rupees, 
to be paid into the royal treaſury, for 
his 


1 

his holding the ſubahſhip of Bengal. 
The company became guarantees for 
their nabob, and agreed with him for 
an annual ſum, for the expences of his 
touſnold, that he might have no occa- 
ſion to interfere in collecting the reve- 
nues of the provinces to be governed 
in his name.“ 

Tun King then ſigned a Firmaun, 
for the payment of Lord Clive's jag- 
heer for ten years, with reverſion to 
the company. General Carnac hav- 
ing declined accepting any preſent from 
the King, his Majeſty wrote a letter to 
the committee, deſiring the General 
might be permitted to receive two lacks 
as a teſtimony of his favour. 

Lonp CLive and General Carnac 
returned to Calcutta, and the yth 
of September the committee expreſs 
| their 
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their high approbation of the mea- 
ſures they had purſued to ſtop the 
effuſion of human blood, and for ob- 
taining ſo extraordinary an acquiſition 
of revenue and influence to the com- 
pany.* 

2. Tur goth of September Lord 
Clive writes the Court of Directors this 
account of their ſucceſs: 

* Your revenues, by means of this 
new acquiſition, will, as near as I can 
Judge, not fall far ſhort for the enſu- 
ing year of 250 lacks. Hereafter they 
will at leaſt amount to 20 or 30 lacks 
more. The nabob's allowances are 
reduced to 42 lacks, and the tribute 
to the King 1s fixed at 26, and your 
civil and military expences in time of 
peace, can never exceed 60 lacks, ſo 
that there will be remaining a clear 

gain 
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gain to the company of 122 lacks 
or One Million Six Hundred and 
Fifty Thouſand Nine Hundred Pounds 
Sterling a year.” 

«© Wrar I have given you is a 
real, not an imaginary ſtate of your 
revenues, and you may be ſure they 
will not fall ſhort of my computation.” 

« Tre aſſiſtance which the Great 
Mogul had received from your arms 
and treaſury, made him readily be- 
ſtow this grant upon the company, 
and it is done in the moſt effectual 
manner you can deſire.” 

Tur allowance for the ſupport of 
the nabob's dignity and power, and 
the tribute to his Majeſty, muſt be re- 
gularly paid; the remainder belongs to 
the company.“ 

„ REvoLuTIONs are now no longer 
to be apprehended; the means of ef- 

fecting 
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fecting them, will in future be want- 
ing to ambitious muſſelmen; nor will 
your ſervants, civil or military, be 
tempted to foment diſturbances, from 
whence can ariſe no benefit to them- 
ſelves. —Reſlitution, donation money, 
&c. &c. will be perfectly aboliſhed, as 
the revenues from whence they uſed 
to iſſue, will be poſſeſſed by ourſelves.” 

„Tur power of ſuperviſing the 
provinces, though lodged in us, ſhould 
not, however, in my opinion, be ex- 
erted. If we leave the management 
to the old officers of the government, 


the company need not be at the ex- 


pence of one additional ſervant; and 
though we may ſuffer in the collection, 
yet we ſhall always be able to detect 
and puniſh any great offenders, and 
Mall have the fatisfaCtion in knowing 
that the corruption is not among our- 

ſelves. 


E 

ſelves.—By this means alſo the abuſes 
inevitably ſpringing from the exer- 
ciſe of territorial authority, will be ef- 
fectually obviated; there will ſtill be 
a nabob, with an allowance ſuitable 
to his dignity, and the territorial ju- 
riſdiction will ſtill be in the chiefs of 
the country, acting under him and the 
preſidency in conjunction, though the 
revenues will belong to the company.“ 

O Ou reſtoring to Shujah Dowla, 
the whole of his dominions, proceeds 
more from the policy ot not extending 
the company's territorial poſſeſſions, 
than the generous principle or attach- 
ing him for ever to our inters!: by 
gratitude, though this has been the ap- 
parent, and is by many thought to he 
the real motive. Had we ambvitiouſly 
attempted to retain the conquered 
country, experience would ſoon have 


1 proved 


ENI 

proved the impracticability of ſuch 2 
plan. The eſtabliſhment of your ar- 
my muſt have been added to your liſt, 
and more chiefſhips appointed. Acts 
of oppreſſion and innumerable abuſes 
would have been committed, and at 
ſuch a diſtance from the preſidency 
could neither have been prevented 
nor remedied, and muſt infallibly have 
laid the foundation of another war. 
Our old privileges and poſſeſſions 
would have been endangered by every 
ſupply we might have been tempted 
to afford in ſupport of the new; and 
the natives muſt have finally tri- 
umphed in our inability to ſuſtain the 
weight of our own ambition. 

«© Conſidering the exceſſes we have 
of late years manifeſted in our conduct, 
the princes of Indoſtan will not readi- 
ly imagine us capable of moderation, 


nor 
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nor can we expect they will ever be at- 
tached to us by any other motive than 
fear, No opportunity will ever be 
neglected, that ſeems to favour an at- 
tempt to extirpate us, though the con- 
ſequences, while we keep our army 
complete, muſt in the end be more 
fatal to themſelves. Even our young 
nabob, if left to himſelf, and a few of 
his artful flatterers, would purſue the 
paths of his predeceſiors. It is there- 
fore impoſſible to truſt him with pow- 
er and be ſafe. If you mean to main- 
tain your prelent poſſeſſions and ad- 
vantages, the command of the army, 
and the receipt of the revenue, mult 
be kept in your own hands. 

„ Ix you allow the nabob to have 
forces, he will ſoon raiſe money; if you 
allow him a full treaſury without 
forces, he will certainly make uſe of 


L 2 it 
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it to invite the Morattoes or other 
powers, to invade the country, upon a 
ſuppoſition that we ſhall not ſuſpect 
the part he takes, and that ſuc- 
ceſs will reſtore him to the full extent 
of his ſovereignty.” 

„Tut regulation of the nabob's 
miniſtry, the acquiſition of the de- 
wannee, and the honourable terms on 
which we have conducted a peace with 
the Vizier of the empire, have placed 
the dignity and advantages of the En- 
gliſh Eaft India Company on a baſis 
more firm than our moſt ſanguine 
wiſhes could a few months ago have 
ſuggeſted. Theſe however alone will 
not enſure your ſtability; theſe are but 
the out- works which guard you from 
your natural enemies, — the natives of 
the country : all is not ſafe; danger 


ſtill ſubſiſts from more formidable ene- 


mies 


Th 


mies within; — luxury, corruption, 
avarice, rapacity; theſe muſt be extir- 
pated or they will deſtroy us, for we 
cannot expect the ſame cauſes which 
have ruined the greateſt kingdoms, 
ſhall have different effects on ſuch a 
ſtate as ours.“ 


* Lord Clive's letter to the Court of Di- 
rectors zoth September, 1765. Reports, vol. i. 
Appendiy, No. 73. 
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INDIA AFFAIRS. 


E 


Inland Trade eftabliſhed for the benefit of 
the Civil and Military Servants, and 
Duties for the Company. 


O prevent the inconvenience 

which might ariſe to the com- 
pany, from their ſervants having now 
no means of growing rich, but by a 
deduction from the revenue of their 
maſters, the ſelect committee agreed 
on the eſtabliſhment of a ſociety for 
carrying on an inland trade in ſalt, 
beetle nut, and tobacco; and the pro- 
firs of 1t to be divided amongſt the 
ſervants of the company, civil and 
military, from the governor and mem- 
bers of the council, down to the ju- 


nior 


[ 8 ] 
nior merchants and factors; and from 
the general to the ſurgeons in the ar- 
my.* The committee then laid duties 
upon thoſe articles which the ſociety 
were to have the excluſive privilege of 
ſupplying the inhabitants with. And 
from a calculation, the ſelect com- 
mittee jay — © We hope the duties 
may produce a clear revenue to the 
company, of at leaſt 100,0001. ſterling 
per annum; and ſhould it appear upon 
further experience of the trade, that 
the proſits will admit of an increaſe in 
thoſe rates of duties, we are hereby 
reſolved, that a fair and impartial re- 
preſentation of the ſame ſhall be made 
to our honourable maſters in order to 
receive their directions, as it is our 
fixed determination to render them 
all poſſible ſatisfaction on this point.“ 
Loa p 


Reports, vol. i. No. 36. 
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Lord Clivs in his letter of the 3oth 
of September ſays — J at firſt in- 
tended to propoſe, that the company 
and their ſervants ſhould be jointly 
and equally engaged in the trade itſelf, 
but upon better conſideration, I judged 
that plan to be unbecoming the dig- 
nity of the company, and concluded 
it would be better that they ſhould give 
the trade entirely to their ſervants, 
and fix a duty upon it for themſelves, 
equivalent to half the profits.“ 

Tas reſolution paſſed in the com- 
mittee is thus expreſſed — Beſtow- 
ing all due attention to the circum- 
itance of the company's being at the 
ſame time the head and maſters of our 
ſervice, and now become in the place of 
the country government, it is agreed, 
that the inland trade in ſalt, beetle nut, 
and tobacco, ſhall be ſubject to a duty 

N after 
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after the following rates : — Thirty- 
five per cent. on ſalt, ten per cent. on 
beetle nut, and twenty-five per cent. 
on tobacco.” 

Tat reſolution then proceeds to 
diſtribute the proportion of gain by 
this trade among thoſe who laid the 
duty upon it, and the inferior ſervants 
of the company. Of which Lord Clive 
thus expreſſes himſelf in the eighteenth 
paragraph of his letter to the direction 
of the zoth of September: 

Tus advantages propoſed for the 
governor and council, would undoubt- 
edly appear extremely large, to thoſe 
who are unacquainted with the riches 
of Bengal, and the numberleſs oppor- 
tunities which the company's ſervants 
have of acquiring money. But you, 
who are now perfectly informed of the 
revenues of theſe kingdoms, and the 

prodigious 
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prodigious emoluments within the 
reach of gentlemen high in the ſervice, 
will, I am perſuaded, agree with me, 
that if ſome plan of the nature pro- 
poſed, be not adopted, the governor 
and council will not fail to acquire 
much larger fortunes, by other means, 
in a much ſhorter time.” 

« To obviate an objection which 
may ariſe, that they may poſſibly pro- 
ceed in the old way of procuring mo- 
ney, notwithſtanding they accept of 
theſe allowances, I would have an oath 
tendered to them, of as ſtrong and 
ſolemn a nature as can be penned. 
And to this may be annexed a penalty 
bond, of 150,0001. to be executed by 
the governor, and 50,0001. to be ex- 


ecuted by each of the council,” * 
M 2 Tur 


- *® Lord Clive's letter to the directors, 
entered Appendix, No. 73. to Reports, vol. i. 
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Tur company's ſervants had be- 
fore been engaged in the inland trade 
of ſalt, beetle nut, and tobacco.— 
And the manner in which they carried 
it on, had laſt year produced a com- 
plaint from the nabob, in theſe words 
— * The poor of this country always 
uſcd to deal in ſalt, beetle nut, and to- 
bacco, but they are now deprived of 
their daily bread, by the trade of the 
Europeans.” 

Ov this complaint, the directors ex- 
preſs an high degree of diſpleaſure to 
their ſervants, at a practice called Bur- 
aut, or forcing the people of the coun- 
try to buy goods beyond the market 
price, and ſay* — If any of our fer- 
vants ſhall perſiſt in carrying on a 

trade, 


Letters between the directors and the 
preſident and council. Reports, vol. i. Ap- 
pendix, No. 50. 
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trade, which had produced ſo many 
bad conſequences, we would have 
them diſmiſſed our ſervice, We ſhall 
ſay nothing further on this trade, till 
that important ſubject ſhall have been 
taken up by Lord Clive and the gentle- 
men of the ſelect committee, only that 
paying the nabob two and a half per 
cent. and charging the country people 
twenty, or perhaps forty per cent. does 
not obviate our former objections ariſ- 
ing from the diſtreſs of the poor, and 
the injury done to the country govern- 
ment, as this charge is as much a mo- 
nopoly as ever.“ 

Loxp Civ and the ſelect com- 
mittee, in their proceedings on this 
buſineſs, enact this reſolution “ That 
the inland trade in ſalt, beetle nut, and 
tobacco, may meet with no interruption, 


and for the better regulating the ſame, 
the 


1 


the committee of trade may, from time 
to time, form by-laws, which after being 
approved by the body of proprietors, 
the committee ſhall be empowered to 
enforce and carry into execution.” * 

Tre 5th of November the ſelect 
committee write to the members of 
the committee of trade :— 


< GENTLEMEN, 

„N You have repreſented 
to us, that the ſociety for conducting 
the inland trade, will derive very 
particular advantages from entruſting 
the management of their concerns to 
European agents; and we have for 
this reaſon conſented, under certain 
limitations, to a meaſure we could 
never otherwiſe approve - giving per- 

miſſion 


* Fort William proceedings, 18th of Sept. 
1765. No. 36. Appendix to Reports, vol. i. 
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miſſion to Europeans, not in the com- 
pany's ſervice, to reſide in different and 
remote parts of the country, opens ſo 
large a field for abuſe and oppreſſion, 
and is in itſelf ſo oppoſite to the expreſs 
injunctions of the court of directors, ſo 
contrary to the orders we have ſo lately 
iſſued, and ſo alarming to the natives 
in general, that ſuch indulgence can 
only be juſtified by neceſſity.” 

e To obviate, therefore, in the beſt 
manner poſſible, the inconveniences 
to be apprehended, we think it our 
indiſpenſible duty, to lay ſuch re- 
ſtraints on the conduct of the gentle- 
men who ſhall be employed in this 
ſervice, as appears to us beſt calcu- 
lated to prevent future cauſe of com- 
plaint, and ſecure the peace and re- 
pole of the country.” 

8 


1 

« To this end we require that all 
European agents, on whatever ſervice 
employed by the ſociety, do ſubſcribe 
the following reſtrictions, and bind 
themſelves in a penal bond of 30,000 
rupees to the ſtrict obſervance of 
them. 

iſt. TaarT they carry on no trade 
or commerce, either as agents or prin- 
cipals, except for the benefit of the 
| whole ſociety of inland trade. 
4! 2d. Trar they lend no money to 
| | any public officers, or other perſons 
any way connected with government. 

3d. Trar they aſſume to them- 
ſelves no judicial power or authority 
whatever, 

4th. Tax they neither interfere, 
directly nor indirectly, with any buſi- 
nels relative to the government, or by 
any means whatever give interruption 
11 to 
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to the collections, but confine them- 
ſelves ſtrictly to the ſale of ſalt, to- 
bacco, and beetle nut committed to 
their charge, making ſuch returns of 
the produce as the ſociety may re- 
quire.“ 

« Tuksz, gentlemen, are the prin- 
cipal reſtrictions which we think ne- 
ceſſary, to avoid contradiction to our 
own reſolutions, and to ſecure the 
company from injury, the miniſters 
from occaſion of complaint, and the 
natives from inſult and oppreſſion.” * 

AFTER this the gentlemen appointed 
to conduct the trade of the ſociety 
make this repreſentation to the ſelect 
committee: 


N cc My 


Proceedings of the ſelect committee. Fort 
William, November 5, 1765. No. 42. Ap- 
pendix to Reports, vol. i. 
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« My Loxp, and Gentlemen, 

« We think it will be for 
the advantage of the ſociety, that ſuch 
falt as 1s now on hand, belonging to 
private traders, ſhould be fold by your 
agents, till the ſalt belonging to the 
fociety gets up; we requeſt you will 
grant us permiſſion to inſert a clauſe, 
allowing them to diſpoſe of ſuch 
AK. 

To this application the ſelect com- 
mittee give the following anſwer, the 
next day :— 

« We conſent that the balances of 
ſalt belonging to private merchants, 
which are now on hand, ſhall be diſ- 
poſed of by your agents, at the feveral 
ſtations to which they are appointed, 
fince you are of opinion this meaſure 
will conduce to the benefit of the ſo- 

ciety; 
* No. 43. Appendix to Reports, vol, 1. 
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1 
ciety; but we muſt deſire they will 


not think of extending this privilege 


beyond the particular article here 
ſpecified.“ * 


Fort William, 
January 9, 1766. 


Tie ziſt of this month the ſelect 
committee write the court of direc- 
tors: — | 

« We have in one inſtance deviated 
from your orders for recalling the free 
merchants. The plan for conducting 
the joint inland trade, in falt, beetle 
nut, and tobacco, is ſo extenſive, and 
is a ſcheme that appears ſo well calcu- 
lated for your intereſt and the public 
benefit, that inſtead of their employing 
black gomaſtahs and agents, we have 
permitted them to appoint European 

N 2 agents, 


Reports, vol. i. No. 45. Appendix. 
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agents, for diſpoſing of the ſociety's 


concerns at certain eſtabliſhed marts, 


in different parts of the country.” 
Ax further to aſſiſt this valua- 
ble branch of commerce, and promote 
the credit of the infant ſociety, the 
governor and council have, at the re- 


"queſt of the committee, ſigned and 


executed a deed, for the better ſecuring 
to the ſociety, the free and excluſive 
purchaſe and ſale of the articles of ſalt, 
&c. from the firſt of September 1765, 

to the zoth of Auguſt 1766.” * 
Tre agents appointed by the ſo— 
ciety for delivering out their articles of 
trade to the inhabitants of the country, 
being ready to proceed to their ſtations 
the beginning of January, the ſelect 
committee then turn their attention to 
| the 


* Tenth paragraph of the committee's let- 
ter to directors. Appendix, No. 46. 
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the intereſts of the company as land- 
owners, of which they give the directors 
the following advice :— 

« Our proceedings point out to 
you the increaſe of your rents iſſuing 
trom the Calcutta lands, and the proſ- 
pect we have of rating them {Ull higher, 
without exaction or oppreſſion. It 
evidently appears to us that great frauds 
were formerly committed in theſe col- 
lections; with a view of correcting 
which, we have determined that the 
leaſes granted to the preſent farmers, 
ſhall expire on the iſt of September 
next ; by that time we hope to aſcertain 
their value exactly, at leaſt we ſhall 
then ſilence the clamour of the inhabi- 
tants, againſt what they deem a mono- 
poly, by univerſally diffuſing and ex- 
tending the benefit ariſing from the 
poſſeſſion of lands, among the molt 


ſubſtan- 
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ſubitantial and reſpectable banyans 
and black-merchants, living under your 
protection.” * 

Ax of the ſame date the governor 
and ſelect committee of Bengal, give 
this general account of their whole pro- 
ceeding :— 

« To us it evidently appears, there 
remained but the alternative, to ad- 
vance as we have done, and graſp at 
the whole power, or ſhr.nk back into 
our primitive condition of ſimple mer- 
chants; to abandon our poſſeſſions, 
diſband our forces, and reſt our future 
hopes on the clemency of princes, who 
will not eaſily forget or forgive the 
ſuperiority we have ſo long maintained, 
In a word, this laſt meaſure was in 1t- 
felf impracticable; for we muſt ob- 
| ſerve, 


* Committee's letter from Fort William, 
January 31, 1766, Appendix, No. 46. 
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ſerve, although with much regret, 
that the miſconduct of individuals hath. 
rendered the Engliſh name ſo odious, 
that we are no longer ſecure than while 
our hands are armed for the defence 
of our lives and properties.” * 

THe ſervants of the Engliſh Eaft 
India Company m Bengal, have now 
ſhewn themſelves united together in 
the characters of traders, ſoldiers, and 
legiſlators ; they only remain to be 
ſeen under their regal dignity. 

Tur gentlemen who went from 
Calcutta to take poſſeſſion of the de- 
wannee in the name of the company, 
give the following account of that 

ſolemnity, 


* Annexed to the Report of the committee 
of the houſe of commons, appointed to enquire 
into the ſtate of India affairs, the 11th of May 


„ 
ſolemnity, in a letter to the ſelect 
committee, dated the goth of April, 
3766 :— 

« Ws: thought it by no means ad- 
viſeable to deviate, upon ſlight occa- 
ſions, from the eſtabliſhed forms and 
cuſtoms of the anniverſary of the 
Poonah, and therefore accepted, for 
ourſelves and for you, the uſual pre- 
ſents of a dreſs and elephant to cach ; 
which ſhall be forwarded by the firſt 
opportunity, — This expence hath 
formerly been charged to the govern- 
ment, 1t mult therefore now be brought 
to the company's account; but as 
the amount is very inconſiderable, it 
is ſcarce worth while to introduce any 
innovation to leſſen our dignity in the 
eyes of the people.” * 

AFTER 
Reports, vol. ii. p. 18. 
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Arras which the ſeal of their go- 
vernment bore an inſcription, of which 


the following is a tranſlation ;!S , 


«© Tug magnificent merchants of 
the Eaſt India Company, the Dewans 


of the magnificent provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Oriſſa, ſervants of the 
bold King Shah Allum.” * 


* Reports, vol. i. p. 162. 
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INDIA AFFAIRS. 


CHAP. XI. 


The Court of Directors reply to the Preſi- 
dent and Seleft Committee at Fort Wil- 
liam in Bengal, May 17, 1766. 


- N the 19th of laſt month we 
received the ſeveral packets in 
which was your letter of the goth of 
September, one from Lord Clive, and 
a general letter dated the ſame day.” 
As ſome of the moſt important 
affairs have fallen under your manage- 
ment, which have ever occurred ſince 
the company had a being, it is with 
the utmoſt ſatisfaction we obſerve with 
what zeal and true regard to the in- 
tereſt of your employers you have 


O 2 purſued 
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purſued ſuch meaſures, not only with 
reſpect to the political y ſtem of the 
country, but the arduous taſk of dif- 
covering, and laying open to our view, 
the infidelity, rapaciouſneſs, and miſ- 
behaviour of our ſervants in general; 
of all which, you may be fully aſſured, 
we have the higheſt and moſt grateful 
ſenſe.” 3 

« As ſtability to your plans for a 
peaceable poſſcſſion of our acquiſi- 
tions, and a thorough reformation in 
our ſervants in general, are objects of 
the greateſt importance, and in which 
the preſence of Lord Clive is eſſentially 
neceſſary; we made it our unanimous 
and earneſt requeſt, that his Lordſhip 
would continue another ſeafon in Ben- 
gal, and which we here again repeat, 
in confidence and hope of his Lord- 
ſhip's ready acquicſcence to complete 
| 15 what 


1 1 
what he has laid ſo good a foundation 
for, as you will obſerve by the accom- 
panying triplicate of a letter we ad- 
dreſſed to his Lordſhip, dated the 2d 
inſtant, which, as the occaſion was ſo 
important, we ſent over land, for fear 
the Mercury, by which you will receive 
this, ſhouid not reach Bengal before 
the departure of his Lordſhip.” 

* ALTHOUGH we think you have: 
made a moſt unexpected progreſs in in- 
veſtigating the many new and impor- 
tant affairs that have come before you, 
yet we conſider what you have done as. 
neceſlarily imperfect, ull you have had 
lome experience of the effect of your 
regulations, You mult not therefore 
look on the following obſervations and 
directions as carrying any diſapproba- 
tion of your conduct in general, but 


as reflections that occur to us on the 
| firſt 
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firſt view of affairs ſo totally new to 
us. We truſt entirely to the continu- 
ance of your zealous endeavours to 
bring this great work to perfection.“ 
« FRroM the ſentiments we expreſſed 
in every one of our letters, you will 
eaſily judge the great pleaſure it gave 
us, to ſee the war with Shujah Dowla 
ended ſo conformable to our wiſhes. 
We always eſteemed the power of that 
ſubah the ſtrongeſt barrier we could 
have againſt the invaſions of the nor- 
thern powers, and without this we muſt 
have had wars to maintain at an im- 
menſe diſtance, or had them brought 
down to our own frontiers, or even in- 
to our own provinces. We are equal- 
ly pleaſed to ſee the care that has been 
taken of all thoſe who ſhewed their at- 


tachment to us in the courſe of the 
war, Bulwantſing's joining us at the 
time 


11 
time he did, was of ſignal ſervice, and 
the ſtipulation in his favour was what 
he was juſtly intitled to.“ 

« EquALLY politic and prudent are 
the conceſſions in favour of the king, 
whoſe intereſt was but conſidered by 
reſtoring Shujah Dowla to his country, 
the only ſubah in Indoſtan who 1s ever 
likely to ſupport him in his pretenſions 
to the empire. The revenue agreed 
to be paid him, muſt be, in the eyes of 
the Indian powers, a mark of our re- 
ſpect to the royal blood, and an ac- 
knowledgment of his right. 

« When we conſider that the bar- 
rier of the country government was 
entirely broke down, and every En- 
gliſhman throughout the country armed 

with an authority that owned no ſu- 
perior, and exerciſed his power to 
the oppreſſion of the helpleſs native, 

who 
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who knew not whom to obey; at ſuch 
a criſis, we cannot heſitate to approve 
your obtaining the dewannee for the 
company.” 

« Wurx we look back to the 

ſyſtem that Lord Clive and the gen- 
tlemen of the Select Committee found 
eſtabliſhed, it preſented to us a ſubah 
diſarmed, with a revenue of almoſt 
two millions ſterling, (for ſo much 
ſeems to have been left excluſive of 
our demands upon him) at the mercy 
of our ſervants, who had adopted an 
unheard-of ruinous principle, of an 
intereſt diſtinct from the company. 
This principle ſhewed itſelf in laying 
their hands on every thing they. did 
not deem the company's property.” 

« IT has been the principle too on 
which our ſervants have falſely endea- 
voured to gloſs over the crime of their 

proceedings, 


ö 


proceedings, on the acceſſion of the 
preſent ſubah, and we fear would have 
been ſoon extended to the graſping the 
greateſt ſhare in that part of the na- 
bob's revenues which was not alloted 
to the. company. In ſhort, this prin- 
ciple was directly undermining the 
whole fabrick; for whilſt the company 
were {ſinking under the burthen of the 
war, our ſervants were enriching them- 
{elves from thoſe very funds which 
ought to have ſupported the war, But 
to Lord Clive and our Select Com- 
mittee we owe that the company are 
at laſt conſidered as principals in the 
advantages as well as dangers. 

« We mult now turn our attention 
to render our acquiſitions as permanent 


as human wiſdom can make them.““ 
P THE 
No. 74, Appendix to Reports, 
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Tux Court of directors, in their let. 
ter of the ſame date to Lord Clive, 
expreſs themſelves thus on the ſubject 
of inland trade. 
„Ws think the vaſt fortunes ac- 
quired in the inland trade, have been 
obtained by a ſcene of the moſt tyran- 
nic and oppreſſive conduct, that ever 
was known in any age or country; 
we have been uniform in our ſentiments 
and orders on this ſubject from the firlt 
knowledge we had of it, and your lord- 
ſhip will not therefore wonder, that after 
the fatal experience we have had of the 
violent abuſes committed in this trade, 
we could not be brought to approve 
it, even in the limited and guarded 
manner with which it comes to us 
in the plan laid down in the com- 


mittec's proceedings.“ 


AND 
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Axp on this ſubject the directors 
write their ſelect committee. 

« Ws are fully ſenſible that theſe 
innovations and illegal traffic laid the 
foundation of all the bloodſhed, maſ- 
ſacres, and confuſion which have hap- 
pened of late years: we cannot ſuffer 
ourſelves to indulge a thought towards 
the continuance of them upon any 
conditions whatſoever. No regulations 
can, in our opinions, be formed, that 
can be effectual to prevent the like 
conſequences which we have ſcen. 
We conſider it as too diſgraceful, and 
below the dignity of our preſent ſitua- 
tion, to allow of ſuch a monopoly; and 
were we to allow of it, under any re- 
ſtrictions, we ſhould conſider ourſclyes 
as aſſenting and ſubſcribing to all the 
miſchiefs which Bengal has preſented 
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to us for theſe four years paſt. At 
the ſame time we do not mean that the 
ancient duties upon theſe com modi- 
ties, which conſtitute part of the reve- 
nues of Bengal, ſhould be aboliſhed; 
but we leave the adjuſtment of theſe 
duties to your judgment and conſider. 
ation. And here we muſt enjoin you 
to have particular regard and atten- 
tion to the good of the natives, whoſe 
intereſt and welfare are now become 
our primary care; and we earneſtly 


recommend it to you, that you take 


the moſt effectual methods to prevent 
theſe great neceilaries of life from 
being monopolized by the rich and 
great among themſelves, and by that 
means the poor and indigent become 
liable to thoſe grievances and ex- 


our 


[ 109 ] 
our own people from being guil- 
wat ® 


* Paragraph 37. of the Court of Direc- 


tors letter to the Select Committee, the 17th $f 
of May, 1776. Appendix, No. 46. Reports, | i 
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CHAP. XI. 


The ſubſtance of the Committee's Letter 
to the Court of Direators, ang their 
Anſwer. 


i 
| 
IH E company's fervants in India | = 
1 had now received their maſters* 1 
reply to their important advices of the | 
zoth of September, which briefly | 
conſiſted of three particulars. 

Tux firſt, — We have defeated Shu. 
jah Dowla, who has caſt himſelf upon +08 
our generoſity ; and the Mogul being I 1 
in the power of this prince, we have 1 
got the command of all they are able | 
to grant, But policy induced us to 
allow Shujah Dowla to remain in poſ- 
| | ſeſſion 


® 1765, 


[n 

ſeſſion of h's dominions, that he may 
defend us from more dangerous ene- 
mies, who would ſurround our fron- 
tier were we to take his country under 
our own government. We have there- 
fore contented ourſelves with obtain- 
ing from the King a grant to the com- 
pany for ever of the dewannee of the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa; 
which will yield a clear revenue of 
1,650,900. ſterling, a year. 

To this article, the court of direc- 
tors reply — At ſuch a criſis, we 
cannot heſitate to approve your obtain- 
ing the dewannee for the company.— 
And, we muſt now turn our attention 


to render our acquiſitions as perma- 


nant as human wiſdom can make 
them.” | | 

Taz ſecond article of which the 
committee informed the directors was 
« Luxury, 


— 
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« Luxury, corruption, avarice, and ra- 
pacity have got poſſeſſion of the poſts 
of your principal ſervants, who for 
ſome time paſt haye had the manage- 
ment of your affairs in India.” 

To which the court of direQors ſay, 
—* This principle was directly under- 
mining the whole fabrick. But to Lord 
Clive and our ſelect committee we owe, 
that the company are at laſt conſidered 
as principals in the advantages as well 
as dangers.” 

THe third article of intelligence given 
by the preſident and committee, was, 
—* The revenues of the country being 
now become the company's property, 
if their ſervants have not ſome other 
way of enriching themſelves, they will 
do it at the expence of their employers, 
To prevent this, the ſele&t committee 
have eſtabliſhed a ſociety of trade, with 
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an excluſive right to ſupply the natives 
with their ſalt, beele nut and tobacco, 
upon which we have laid a duty, cal- 
culated to produce 100,000l, a year 
to the company, and the profits of 
trade we have agreed to divide among 
the members of the ſociety, conſiſting 
of the company's civil and military 
ſervants.“ 

To the duty, the court of directors 
ſay “ We do not mean that the an- 
cient duties upon theſe articles, which 
conſtitute part of the revenues of Ben- 
gal, ſhould be aboliſhed ; we leave the 
adjuſtment of thoſe duties to your judg- 
ment and conſideration.” And as to 
the trade We are fully ſenſible that 
theſe innovations, ariſing from the in- 
land traffic, laid the foundation of all 
the bloodſhed, maſſacres, and confuſion 
which have appened of late years: we 

cannot 
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cannot ſuffer ourſelves to indulge a 
thought toward the continuance of 
them, upon any condition whatſoever, 
No regulat.ons can, in our opinion, be 
formed, that can be effectual to pre- 
vent the like conſequences, which we 
have ſcen.“ And to this objection to 
the inland trade, the court of directors 
added inſtruò ions to their ſelect com- 
mittee ** To have particular regard 
for the good of the natives, and pre- 
ſerve them from ſevere exactions.“ 
Bur the ſervants of the company in 
India ſaw the court of directors had 
received the news of their ſucceſs with 
the warmeſt approbation, and had not 
heſitated to accept of the revenue of 
the country, and made no direct ob- 
jection to the continuance of the duty 
they had laid on ſalt of 35 per cent. 
inſtead of the 2 1-2 formerly paid under 
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the nabob's government. The gentle- 
men in India had therefore two very 
powerful motives to divert them from 
following theſe advices of moderation 
towards the natives — The example 
of their ſuperiors, and cuſtom. It only 


now remains to be ſeen the part they 
choſe to act. 


CHAP, 
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1. The ftate of India when Bengal was 
brought under the Government of the 
' Engliſh. 2. Their Power. And, 
3. The Uſe they made of it, 


HE ſervants of the India Com- 

pany had now in their hands 
the government of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orixa ; they retained, it is true, the 
name of a nabob, but the power was 
ſolely their own. In earlier ages it would 
perhaps have been a matter of great 
aſtoniſhment, how a few hundred 
ſtrangers ſhould poſſeſs themiclves of 
ſo great and populous a country, and 
have the entire ſuperiority over all the 
towns and Cities in it, ſome of them 
containing 
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containing as many people as the city 
of London is ſuppoſed to do at this 
day. But the hiſtory of later ages 
takes away all ſurprize at the ſmallneſs 
of the means by which this revolution, 
great as it is, has been brought about. 
The empire in which it happened was 
divided within itſelf, and the cauſes 
which produced thoſe diviſions, had 
alſo prepared the inhabitants for be- 
coming a prey to their enemies, Na- 
tural plenty and riches had introduced 
looſeneſs of manners, idleneſs, and a 
love of pleaſure amongſt them. 
Riches, without integrity or abilities, 
were the recommendations for filling 
the firſt offices of the ſtate. Avarice 
laboured for riches, and luxury poured 
chem out on ſplendor and pleaſure, 
which became the diſtinguiſhing marks 


of men of rank and power; a dilin- 
tereſted 
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tereſted regard to their country never 
appeared in the poſt of honour, and 
the ſubjects were no further the objects 
of care to their governors, than as 
they adminiſtered to their wants : 
and theſe being the wants of avarice 
and luxury, they were not to be go- 
verned by the rules of juſtice and 
moderation. The head of the empire 
demanded exorbitant tribute of the 
provinces ; theſe, that lay neareſt to 
to the court, were moſt oppreſſed to 
furniſh the ſupplies of its luxury— 
the remoter provinces feared the tate 
of thoſe that were nearer at hand; the 
ſubahs of theſe availed themſelves of 
the fears of the people, and flattered 
them with hopes of a leſs burdenſome 
government within themſelves. The 
people were excited to purchaſe new 
maſters, 
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maſters, at the expence of rebellions, in 
which they were headed by tlie viceroys 
or ambitious men in the provinces, who 
again divided into freſh wars with one 
another, for .the power of governing 

their followers. 
2. Tuus were they ſituated when 
; «he ſubjects of England were made 
| parties in their wars. — Conduct gain- 
| .ed confidence, and they ſoon became 
N leaders inſtead of allies. They held 
out the dominions of princes as a re- 
ward to their generals and miniſters of 
ſtate, to betray their maſters in coun- 


-all union and confidence, and thus 
broken and divided as they were, they 
became ſubject to their common ene- 
my, conſiſting only of a few hundred 
-of his Majeſty's.troops and the com- 
= pany's. 
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dil or in the field. Treachery deſtroyed 
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Wren the mogul was glad to pur- 
chaſe the friendſhip of the India Com- 
pany's ſervants, by granting thein the 
revenues of three great and rich pro- 
vinces, and when the moſt powerful 
prince in the empire, choſe rather to 
throw himſelf upon their mercy than 
continue to oppoſe them, at the head 
of a numerous army, it may ealily be 
conceived with what ſubmiſſion 7 
defenceleſs inhabitants of the country 
would ſubmit to the government of 
tie company's ſervants And the 
powers and talents which met toge- 
ther in thoſe ſervants, were equally 
adapted to maintain their autiority, 
and to exerciſe it in te moit cHectual 
manner to obtain the general end tic 
had in view — that end was not cue 
lives of the people, but their iortunes; 
For this they fougut; tor this they 

R negociated; 


1 


negociated; and as ſoon as they had 
diſcharged the more honourable fer. 
vices of the field and the cabinet, 
they immediately turned their atten- 
tion to that of traffic, and with a cer- 
tainty of ſucceſs, which no ſet of trad- 
ing men perhaps ever had before. — 
They were at once {overeigns, legiſla- 
tors, ſoldiers, and merchants. — As 
ſovereigns they could command abſo- 
lute obedience — as legiſlators give 
themſelves excluſive rights — and as 
ſoldiers they could uſe the burjaut, 
and buy and fell by force. And not 
having the ceremonials of dignity to 
give any interruption to buſineſs, they 
united themſelves together in a ſocicty 
of trade for their common profit. 

3. Trey had now nothing to do 
but to hit upon ſuch neceſſaries of 
life as the inhabitants could not want, 

and 
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and they were ſure of their money and 
their jewels. The choice of the ar- 
ticles of trade fell upon ſalt, beetle 
nuts, and tobacco. — They were all 
managable; they could get the greateſt 
part, if not the whole of them, into 
their hands; and cuſtom having made 
theſe things ſo neceſſary to the people 
of the country, they could not exiſt 
without them, at leaſt with any de- 
gree of health and comfort. Within 
a few weeks, therefore, after they be- 
came maſters of the country, their 
gents were diſtributed to their poſts 
to deliver out thoſe things to the na- 
tives with one hand, and take their 
money or their goods with the other, 
and to return all they got into the 
common ſtock of the ſociety. Some- 
thing like this trade had been carried 
on by many of the company's ſervants, 

R 2 betore 
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before the provinces were got intirely 
out of the power of their native go- 
vernors: but then they only acted as 
ſtragglers paſſing through a country, 
from the main body of a victorious 
army, taking with them what they 
coul:! get, with ſome degree of fear 
ot their ſuperiors. But now the 1o- 
ciety knew no ſuch reſtraint ; the go- 
vernor and members of council were 
in power, kings and princes, and the 
agents they empowered to deliver out 
ſalt, beetle nut, and tobacco, to their 
ſubjects, were a regular body ſpread 
over the country, under no other re- 
ſtraint but that of not wronging their 
employers, Indeed they were forbid 
to act in a judicial capacity, or inter- 
fere in affairs of government : but 
they had no occaſion to do this, for 
the fight of an Engliſhman” carried 

With 
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with it more terror and obedience in 
the natives than the authority of any 
civil magiſtrate, or even the nabob 
himſcli, who, it was known, only 
now held his high ſtation under the 
favour of the Engliſh company. But 
it was thought more expedient to leave 
the collection of the company's reve- 
nue to the native officers, in the name 
or the nabob, than for the lervants of 
the company to exact the public taxes 
themſelves. Tie Vrench, Dutch, and 
other Europeans ſettled in theſe pro- 
vinces, might raiſe a clamour in Eu- 
rope againſt paying tribute in India 
directly to the Engliſh; this was 
avoided by retaining the name of the 
nabob, and prevented the inconve- 
nience which might ſooner ariſe from 
openly oppreſſing the inhabitants in 


wo ways at once. Therefore the 
black 
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black revenue officers were let looſe 
to collect the duties of the dewan, in 
name for the nabob—in fact for the 
company, the nabob being kept at a 
fixed allowance; and though ſomething 
might be lolt to the company or their 
ſervants by letting the revenue pals 
through the hands of the old officers 
of the government, yet they could be 
reckoned with at pleaſure, and the 
Engliſh had the ſatisfaction in know- 
ing, this part of the public oppreſſions, 
were not directly to be charged againſt 
them. 

Tas being the mode of conducting 
the company's buſineſs, their ſervants 
were at greater liberty to attend to their 
own, — But not forgetting the intereſt 
of their employers, they iſſued an 
edict that the leaies of lands, now 
held of the company, were to termi- 


nate, 
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nate, and the farms let over again at 
an improved rent. Some of the old 
tenants were accuſed of having ob- 
tained their leaſes by colluſion the 
remedy was eaſy - they had only to 
make them all void at once. And as to 
the diſtinctions between one man's 
caſe and another, it was held a righ 
maxim in all ſtates, that private con- 
venience muſt yield to public expedi. 
ency; and there were weighty reaſons 

why the general rule ſhould not be 
varied 1n favour of the company's ten- 
ants in Bengal — Their lands would 
let for more now than the tenants paid 
by their leaſes. The reafon of the 
caſe juſtified the determination, and 
they were let over again to the higheſt 
bidder. The motive aſſigned for 
this ſtep to the court of directors by 
their 
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their preſident and ſelect committee 
was conſiſtent it would prevent any 
complaints againſt a monopoly of 
land, 
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The ſums received by the Company and 
their ſervants, from the princes and 
natives in India. 


HE Company and their ſervants 

could now obtain the money 
of the inhabitants of India, by the 
various means of rents, revenues, 
and trade: And the uſe they made 
of theſe, and their talents as ſtateſmen 
and foldiers, will beſt appear by the 


Account of ſums proved and acknow- 
leazed to have been received, * 


S For 


From the general ſlate atteſted by the Au- 
ditcr of Indian accounts, annexed to the further 
Report of the Committee of Secrecy appointed 
by the Houſe of Commons, Appendix, No, 10, 
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For the uſe of the Company frem May 
1761 to April 1771. 


From the net revenues 

ariſing from cuſtoms in £ 

Bengal — — 235,882 
From the territorial re- 

venues, clear of all charges 13, 763, 828 
Gained by Indian goods 431, 651 
Gained by European 

goods — — 22800, 062 


16, 750, 423 


Reſtitution, or money 
paid the Company for 
damages and expences 
incurred in their wars. 


„ 

By Meer J affier in 1757, 1,200,000 
By Coſſim in 1760, 62,500 
By Meer Jaffier on re- 

ſtoring him to the govern- 

ment in 1763, — 37 5,000 
By Shujah Dowla on 

making peace with him 

in 1765, fifty lacks, or 583,333 


£2,220,833 


TE — 


To theſe ſums received for the uſe 
of the Company, are to be added the 
ſums diſtributed by the princes and 
other natives of Bengal to the Com- 
pany's ſervants, from the year 1757 to 


the year 1766, both incluſive.“ 
8 2 On 


* See the account annexed to the Report 
of the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 
vol. i. p. 22. 
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On depoſing Serajah 
Dowla, and advancing 

Meer Jaffier to the go- 
vernment in 1757, 

On depoling Meer Jaf- 
fier in favour of Coſſim 
in 1760, 

On reſtoring Meer Jaf- 
her in 1763, — — 

Preſents received by two 
commanders of the army, 

On the acceſſion of 
Najim ul Dowla, Meer 
Jaffier's ſon, in 1763, 

Received of the king, 
queen mother, and one 
of the princes, in 1763 
and 1766, 

Received of Meer 
Jaffier in 1757, — 


Carry over 


1,238,575 


200,269 


437499 


62,666 


139,257 


90,999 


600,000 


— 


2,769, 365 
Received 


5 


E 


Brought over 2, 769, 365 
Received of Meer 


Jaffier again in 1763, 600,000 


—  — —_ 


13,369, 363 


—— ?— 


To theſe ſums are to be added three 
hundred thouſand pounds for Lord 
Clive's jagheer for ten years. And 
what was made by private trade does 
not come within the proofs or acknow- 
ledgments of the ſums before ſtated. 
Lord Clive calculated the duty on 
ſalt, beetle nut, and tobacco, would 
yield an hundred thouſand pounds a 
year to the Company; this he ſuppoſed 
equal to half the profits of the trade 
itſelf; and if Lord Clive was as near 
in this, as he was in his calculation 
of the dewannee, the ſum then re- 
ceived from the inland trade in ten 
years, 
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years, would be two millions, which 
added to the ſums proved or acknow- 
ledged to be received, makes the whole 
ſum Twenty-four millions fix hundred 
and forty thouſand fix hundred and twenty 
one pounds ſterling, 
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INDIA AFFAIRS. 


CHAP. XV. 


1, Effefts of the Engliſh government in 
Bengal. 2. Conſultation and letter 
from the Council at Calcutta on the 
famine, 3. The Directors letter after 
the famine. 


TO purſuethe whole hiſtory of Ben- 

gal, from the time its government 

and revenues were obtained in 1766, 
would lead into all the conteſts which 
have ariſen between the company and 
their ſervants on the diviſion of the 
common ſpoil of the natives of the 
country, and this again would lead us 
back into the hiſtory of new wars, 
and 
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and open to our view too wide a field; 
we muſt therefore content ourſelves to 
purſue only a ſingle line of enquiry— 
The effects produced by collecting 
from the country under the company's 
govenment, the ſum of money we have 
ſeen divided between them and their 
ſervants. 

EARLY in the year 1766, the agents 
and factors appointed by the com- 
pany's ſervants for carrying on 
their inland trade, took their places 
at their different marts and ſtations; 
and being the deputies of merchants, 
who yeſterday were ſoldiers and con- 
querors, they of courſe carried with 
them powers, which ſoon enabled 
them to get into their poſſeſſion thoſe 
neceſſaries of life, which they had 
taken to themſelves the right of ſup- 


plying 
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plying the inhabitants of the country 
with, and when they were once 
under their command, they were chen 
only to be had on terms in which 
the conſumers had no choice. They 
were neceſſaries of conſtant uſe, and 
the inhabitants of the cities, towns, 
and villages could not do without 
them for a day. The people were 
without remedy without appeal; the 
ſame ſet of men who formed this plan 
and carried it into execution, were the 
maſters of their country.,—Their au- 
thority and the uſe they made of it, 
addreſſed itſelf as forcibly to the 
fears as to the feelings of the na- 
tives. | 
Taz Engliſh ſtores began now to deal 
out their ſalt, beetle nut, and tobacco, 
to the people for money ; when that 
failed, for their goods; when theſe 


> grew 


d 138 ] 
grew ſcarce, then the ſtruggle lay be- 
tween keeping what they had, and get- 
ting what they wanted. — Barter, under 
circumſtances of ſuch inequality in the 
dealers, produced, as it neceſſarily would 
produce, on one {ide extreme penury 
and want. Thoſe who now made the 
things the Engliſh moſt wanted, were 
preſſed on all fides—by their own 
neceſſities, their neighbours, and the 
agents employed to procure the com- 
pany's inveſtments, as the goods ſent 
to Europe are called. Theſe importu- 
nities were united, and urged ſo much, 
ſo often, and in ſuch ways as to pro- 
duce, among the people in the filk bu- 
ſineſs, inſtances of their cutting off their 
thumbs, that the want of them might 
excuſe them from following their trade, 


and the inconveniences to which they 
were 


an 


were expoſed beyond the common lot 
of their neighbours, 

Wurz theſe demands for money 
and goods were ſpreading as univer- 
ſally as the uſe of ſalt, the officers of 
the government preſſed for the taxes 
with more than uſual eagerneſs — 
they had now to furniſh a tribute 
to the King, an allowance to the na- 
bob, and keep the revenue of the 
company at what it had been fixed, 
before the agents of inland trade be- 
gan to collect the people's money 
by warrants of neceſlity, The tax- 
gatherers were let looſe upon the ſub- 
jects, with as little reſtraint as the 
collectors of taxes could be in any 
country. The nabob couid not call 
them to account, had he been ever 
ſo wiſe and willing to relieve the 
people, Neither were oppreitions re- 

S-%. {trained 
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ſtrained by the Engliſh, who alone had 
the power; the projectors of the pre- 
ſent mode of government, conſolcd 
themſelves with ſeeing the corruption 
of the officers was not among them- 
ſelves; they waited to puniſh great 
offenders, by receiving back from 
them in fines what they had collected 
from the people more than their due. 
The company's principal ſervants had 
ſet out upon the plan of raiſing their for- 
tunes from the people only by proxy; 
but when oppreſſion has nothing to 
fear from juſtice, it is no wonder that 
avarice ſhould lay afide caution, and 
become principal in violence, and by 
this means undeſignedly furniſh, as it 
has done, evidence in the Engliſh 
courts of juſtice of the conduct of ſome 


of the company's ſervants in India. 
Maxy 
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Many of the natives had been in- 
fluenced to make Jeſs oppoſition to the 
growing power of the ſubjects of En- 
gland in their country, by what they 
were made to underſtand of the Engliſh 
laws — That they allowed every man 
to call his property his own; and if 
any ching was taken from him illegally, 
neither the prince or his nobles were 
ſuperior to the law; and men in all 
caſes were judged by their equals; and 
inſtead of the rank of the aggreſ- 
ſor being allowed any exemption, it 
was often made the meaſure of the 
puniſhment, As many of the natives 
as underſtood thus much, and they 
were made to underſtand it, wiſhed 
—and who could help wiſhing? — 
to change a government like theirs, 
where all they had was at the diſpoſal 
of others, to whom they bore no other 
relation, 
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relation, than that virtual idea, handed 
down from thoſe ancient times, when 
Kings endeavoured to divide their be- 
nevolence equally among all their 
ſubjects, and conſidered themſelves as 
their common fathers, in reſemblance 
of the power by whom kings reign. 
With hopes of changing for the bet- 
ter, many perſons in India rejoiced at 
the proſperity of the Engliſh, even 
when they ſaw them aiming at their 
government; they thought the intro- 
duction of their laws and cuſtoms 
would follow their power, and the air 
of freedom and equality they ſaw 
amongſt them confirmed their expec- 
tation. 5 
Bur their hopes vaniſhed on hearing, 
immediately after the Engliſh had got 
poſſeſſion of the government, that they 
had iſſued orders - That leaſes and civil 

| con- 
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contracts were to be made void on a 
day That a few perſons only known 
to them as generals in the army, had 
laid duties on neceſſaries, of more than 
a third of their value, inſtead of the for- 
tieth penny with which they uſed to be 
charged“ And that their new gover- 
nors had taken things of daily uſe into 
their own hands to fell as they pleaſed. 
But the diſappointment of the natives 
ſtood but a ſhort time on the teſtimony 
of report They ſaw the Engliſh agents 
and factors ſpreading themſelves over 
all their country—they ſaw them en- 


deavouring to get their money, their 
| Jewels, 


»The gentlemen whoſe names are ſigned 
to the reſolution for granting theſe duties to 
the company, were five in number, and on 
their return from India, were all choſen by 
the people of England, to exerciſe the power 
of laying their taxes, 
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jewels, and the moſt valuable of their 
goods from them, by means they had 
never heard of before. 

Hare would it have been for them 
had they ſeen no other effects of the 
Engliſh government than theſe !—But 
the deſires of ambition are not leſs 
boundleſs for power, than thoſe of 
avarice for riches—The natives were 
equally the ſubjects of both. And 
the property of the people not flowing 
into the hands of their maſters ſo ra- 
pidly as ſome of them deſired to com- 
plete their fortunes, and return to 
England—And ſeeing the monopoly 
of ſalt, beetle nut and tobacco, was diſ- 
proportioned to their deſires, for they 
could not be uſing the burjaut every 
day, and without it the conteſt was 
ſlow and tedious, the natives parting 
with their pence with the ſame ſpar- 
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ing hand as the agents parted with 
their ſalt, Money in this current came 
but by drops, it could not quench the 
thirſt of thoſe that waited in India ts 
receive it. 

An expedient, ſuch as it was, re- 
mained to quicken its peace—the na- 
tives could live with little ſalt, but 
not without food. Some of the agents 
ſaw themſelves well ſituated for col- 
lecting the rice into ſtores, — they did 
lo. They knew the Gentoos would 
rather die than violate the precepts of 
their religion by eating fleſh, The 
alternative would therefore be between 
giving what they had and dying.— 
The inhabitants ſunk—T hey that cul- 
tivated the land, and ſaw the harveſt 
at the diſpoſal of others, planted in 
doubt,--ſcarcity enſued,--then the mo« 


nopoly was eaſier managed the people 
U took 
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took to roots and food they had been 
unaccuſtomed to eat, — Sickneſs en- 
ſued—the rice-holders overſtood their 
market—many of the people died be- 
fore they bought. — In ſome diſtricts 
the languid living left the bodies of 
their numerous dead unburied. At 
length an horrid peſtilence and dread- 
ful famine raged together. Thoſe 
who fell not in deſpair and death, 
were rouſed into furies, and fear at 
length opened the inhuman doors which 
the hand of power had kept cloſed 
tor the terms of avarice, whoſe inſa- 
tiable appetites made ſuch monſters of 
its ſlaves. 

IT is true, all were not ſuch; there 
were a few who kept themſelves free 
from the general guilt and corruption. 
And in the diſtreſs of the natives, thoſe 
ſervants of the Company who had 

governed 
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governed themſelves by juſtice and mo- 


deration, now ſhewed the attendants 
on thoſe virtues —humanity and gene- 
roſity. And the ſame evidence of 
theſe tranſactions in India, which has 
taken away all boaſting in the name of 
Engliſhman, has alſo told us, when the 
natives execrate the Engliſh, they ex- 
cept a few names, and amongſt them 
that of Mr. Haſtings. But it is the 
general conduct with which we have 
to do, and on this head I ſhall only 
trouble the reader with a paſſage from 
one of the Company's letters, an- 
other of the Committee's, and — 


An extract from the Bengal Select Con- 
ſultatians, dated the 26th of May, 
1770, containing orders for ſtoppages 
to be made out of ſtipends on account of 
the famine, 
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Ir appearing to the Committee 
highly neceſſary and reaſonable, that 
the tribute, ſtipends, and all extraor- 
dinary iſſues whatever, ſhould give 
place to the more urgent calls of go- 
vernment,” 


« ResoLveDd, That Mr. Becher, 
reſident at the Durbar, be directed to 
with-hold, at leaſt, thirty lacks from 
the tribute, and other allowances, be- 
tween this period and the 17th of Octo- 
ber; ſo that the receipts and diſburſe- 
ments may have ſome proportion to 
each other, — that he be informed, 
with the aſſiſtance of this reſerved ſum, 
we expect he will continue to pay the 
troops, garriſon, and all other charges 
of his department, the civil and mili- 
tary Charges of the preſidency being 
| the 
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the utmoſt which can be defrayed 
from the treaſury at Calcutta.“ 
lx conſequence of theſe reſolu- 
tions, agreed that the following letter 
be wrote,” 


* To Richard Becher, Eſq, reſident at 
the Durbar.“ 


«© Wir concern we obſerve the 
great and alarming diſproportion of 
your receipts to your diſburſements, 
and at the ſame time we lament the 
calamities which have attended this 
country. We have no conſolation, or 
reſource, but in the hopes of better 
and more favourable ſraſons.—In the 
mean while we muſt ſtruggle with our 
neceſſities, and endeavour by all poſſi- 
ble retrenchments and ſtoppages to 
reduce our diſburſements within the 

narroweſt ; 
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narroweſt limits,--In conjunctures like 
this, neceſſity compels us to make the 
conveniencies of dependants, and even 
the letter of engagements, ſubſervient 
to the exigencies of the ſtate. The 
miniſter who enjoys ſuch great ap- 
pointments, ought more particularly 
to give way to the times; and it would 
be a ridiculous and unprecedented max- 
im to regard any tribute, or ſtipend, 
before the ſupport of our own govern- 
ment. The exact ſum which ſhould 
be with-held from each article, we 
would not preciſely determine, but we 
expect that you will, at leaſt, keep 
back thirty lacks between this period 
and the 17th of October.“ 

3. Copy 

No. 4. Appendix to Reports. 
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3. Copy of the 39th and 40th paragraphs 
of the general letter from the Court of 
Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, 
40 the Preſident and Council at Fort 
William in Bengal, dated the 10th of 
April, 1771.“ 

Arx a time when every juſtifiable 
meaſure ſhould be adopted, for avail. 
ing the public, and the Company, of 
all the advantages we had in proſpect 
from our poſſeſſion of the dewannee, 
we cannot but reflect on the diſſipation 
of a conſiderable part thereof, by the 
allowances to the nabob's miniſters.” 

As the buſineſs of the collections 
of our revenues, when they ſhall have 
been thoroughly inveſtigated by the 
ſuperviſors appointed for that purpoſe, 
will require little or no affiſtance from 
the nabob's miniſter, Mahomet Reza 

Cawn, 


i 


Cawn, we mult deem the continuance 
of his preſent ſalary as a waſte of thoſe 
reſources which are become ſo eſſen- 
tially neceſſary, both for the ſecurity of 
our poſſeſſions, and the extention of 
your inveſtments. It is therefore our 
pleaſure, that the annual allowance of 
nine lacks, which he has hitherto en- 
joyed, be no longer continued to him; 
but as the minority of the nabob will 
make it requiſite for you to appoint, 
as his guardian, a perſon of experi- 
ence in the affairs of government, and 
of approved attachment to the Com- 
pany's intereſts, your choice muit reſt 
on Mahomet Reza Cawn; and you 
are to allow him, whilſt in that ſtation, 
a ſalary of five lacks of rupees per 
annum, which we conſider, not only 
as ſuitable to that ſtation, but as a mu- 
nificent reward for the ſervices he may 

render 
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render the Company in the execution 
of his office.” * 

Ar the time the Court of Directors 
wrote this letter, they had received, for 
ten years together, more than a mil- 
lion five hundred thouſand pounds a 
year, from the natives of Bengal, 
and that country had afforded beſides 
this ſum, upwards of nine millions of 
pounds ſterling to the Company and 
their ſervants. And after the country 
in which this money was raiſed had 
been made the ſeat of war, revolu- 
tions, exactions, and oppreſſion, for a 
long courſe of years, — after the inha- 
bitants had ſeen no bounds to the de- 
mands made upon them, or any reſiſt- 

X ing 

* No. 2. Appendix to the Report of the 


Committee of Secrecy appointed by the Houſe 
of Commons. to enquire into the ſtate of the 


Eaſt India Company. 
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ing che art and force with which they 
were made, after they had been driven 
to deſpair, and thouſands and tens of 
thouſands died for want of food, — 
after all this had happened, and with 
the knowledge of it before them, a 
company of Engliſh gentlemen in the 
city of London, fit down and write 
« It is a time when every juſtifiable mea- 
ſure ſhould be adopted for availing our- 
ſelves of all the advantages we had in 
proſper from our poſſeſſion of the revenue.” 
Notwithſtanding all we have got for 
theſe ten years paſt, —Notwithſtand- 
ing all the miſchiefs we have brought 
upon this country, — Notwithſtanding 
peſtilence and famine have been com- 
pleting what war and oppreſſion had 
left half finiſhed, — Notwithſtanding 
the meaſure of this people's miſeries, 
and the death of ſo many thouſands of 


them, 
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them,—it is {till a time to continue ex- 
acting from the wretched ſurvivors, 
all the advantages we had in proſpect 
when they firſt were brought under 
our government, and before we began 
to reap the enormous ſums we have 
brought away from their country. 


§;»ð 
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INDIA AFFALTRS 


CAE AVE 
The Concluſion. 


ERE the friends of humanity 
allowed to indulge the idea of 

ſome ſuch propoſition taking place, as 
that ſuggeſted by the Duke of Sully 
—of uniting the heads of civilized 
ſtates together by a compact, for the 
purpolcs of preſerving peace upon 
earth, promoting juſtice, and repreiiting 
the wrong done to one Ccuuntry by an- 
other, at the expence ot the whole. And 
were we to iuppoſe cue deputies of theſe 
nations ati. bled at the place of their 
generale n i. Suppoſc che ti. ne 
ar- 
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arrived, and the place of aſſembly the 
city of Rome, and the deputies. con- 
fiſting of the moſt grave, wiſe, and 
beſt men each country could afford 
— Suppoſe we ſaw them aſſembled, 
acknowledging their infinite inferi- 
ority to the Author of all their in- 
telligence, and in that compariſon ba- 
niſn from the aſſembly all diſtinctions 
of rank amongſt them, and as men with 
equal feelings for themſclves and all 
mankind, proceed to diſpenſe impartial 
Juſtice to all the nations that claim it 
at their hands. 

Wo are theſe lighting from their 
camels ?— They are the deputies from 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. Let us fol- 
low the dejected men into the ſenate — 
for public jultice ſits with open doors; 
— her their names announced. Who 
1s that whoſe pale but wiſe and manly 


face 


1 
face reddens with a bluſh? I think it 
is one of the deputies from England. 
Why ſhould he change colour? Whar 
has he known of the people of the 
country theſe ambaſſadors are from ? 
Silence—they begin to ſpeak. — 

«© Ws: are deputies of Indoſtan, and 
come to aſk juſtice of this aſſembly 
againſt England, whoſe ſubjects have 
lately taken away from us more than 
twenty millions of money.” 

Do you charge the wrong as by the 
the authority of their ſtate, or occa- 
fioned by the improper deſires of pri- 
vate perſons ? 

« Tuts we know not, but here are 
the proofs and their acknowledgements 
of the ſum they have taken from us, 
neither can they bar our claim by 
pretence of honeſt trade or ſervice, for 
by force and guile they have done it.— 

| We 
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We appeal to your juſtice, after hear- 
ing thoſe we accuſe.” 

Ler the records of England be read, 
and no concurrence of the ſtate appear- 
ing, the requeſt of this aſſembly to the 
Engliſh ſtate, will procure juſtice from 
their ſubſects. 

PvsrL1c regiſter of the aſſembly. 

«© WHEREas the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eaſt Indies have propoſed, that a 
temporary agreement ſhould be made 
in relation to the territorial acquiſi- 
tions and revenues lately obtained 
there, and have thereupon offered to 
pay, for the benefit of the public, dur- 


mg the term of ſuch agreement, the 
yearly ſum of four hundred thouſand 


pounds. by half yearly payments: And 
whereas it may be for the benefit of 


the public, and the ſaid Company, 
that 


1 


that a temporary agreement, for the 
ſpace of two years, ſhould be made in 
regard of the ſaid territorial acquiſi- 
tions and revenues. Now we, your 
Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſub- 
jects, the Commons of Great Britain, 
in Parliament aſſembled, do moſt hum- 
bly beſcech your Majeſty, that it may 
be enacted; and be it enacted by the 
King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and 
with the conſent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by 
the authority of the ſame, that the 
ſaid United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaſt-Indies, 
and their ſucceſſors, ſhall advance and 
pay into the receipt of his Majeſty's 
Exchequer, for his Majeſty's uſe, 
the ſum of. four hundred thouſand 
pounds per annum, for and during the 

F term 
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term of two years, to be computed 
from the firſt day of February 1567.” 
In the ſtatute of the ſaid kingdom, 
Anno ſeptimo GREOROII III. Cap. 57. 
And it further appears by the Engliſh 
records, that in the ninth year of the 
reign of the preſent king another 
law was made, entitled, An act for 
carrying into execution certain propo- 
ſals made by the Eaſt India Company 
for the payment of the annual ſum of 
four hundred thouſand pounds, for a 
limited time, in reſpect of the terri- 
torial acquiſitions and revenues lately 
obtained in the Eaſt Indies.” And that 
this ſum is to be paid into the receipt 
of the King's Exchequer for five years, 
from the firſt day of February 1769, 
by half yearly payments of two hun- 
dred thouſand pounds each. The 
two acts making together the ſum of 
rwo 
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two millions eight hundred thouſand 
pounds, which the government of 
England were to have from their ſub- 
jects who have been in the Eaſt Indies. 
And in the ſecond ſection of this laſt 
act it is ſaid . And it is hereby fur- 
ther enacted and declared by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, that all the territo- 
rial acquiſitions lately obtained in the 
Eaſt Indies, ſhall remain in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of tlie ſaid United Company, and 
their ſucceſſors, during the term of five 
years.“ 

Lr the deputies of Bengal ſay, if 
they gave theſe territories and revenues 
to the Engliſh government, who make 
a law that their ſubjects ſhall keep 
them. 

« No, the Engliſh who are here 
know we did not. And we pray 
them to bid us hold our peace if any 

Y 2 thing 
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thing we advance be contrary to 
that which they believe, — We be- 
ſeech you to hear us patiently and 
do us juſtice, — In the time of our 
fathers, the Engliſh came to our coun- 
try bearing in their hands a meſſage 
from their Queen, requeſting our 
Sovereign to grant her ſubjects free- 
dom 1n our country as men of honeſt 
dealing; our fathers entertained them 
with all hoſpitality, giving them the 
things they wanted, and taking in ex- 
change thoſe they brought; they re- 
Joiced in their ſucceſs, and deſired to 
have habitations amongſt us — Our 
princes gave them land and houſes to 
dwell in; and enquiring after their re- 
ligion and their cuſtoms, the Engliſh 
anſwered, they were governed by moſt 
wiſe and juſt laws, and as to their re- 
ligion, it taught them to beheve that 

all 
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all men were required to do juſtice 
and love mercy, not only amongſt 
their neighbours and countrymen, but 
to the people of every nation under 
heaven; and this under the force of 
eternal obligations; expecting in the 
lite to come, that they who have done 
good in this, will enjoy endlets bliſs, 
and they who have done evil, ſuffer 
pain and remorſe for ever. 

“ From all this, our fathers verily 
believed, that if any men of this na- 
tion who came amongſt us, ſhould of 
their own 1mproper deſires do us mil- 
chief, and eſcape from puniſhment in 
our country, they would be puniſhed 
in their own, who would make us re- 
paration. And thus crediting their 
teſtimony, our fathers ſhewed them 
kindneſs, and at their deſire gave 
them dwellings, where they fenced and 
mace 
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made ſtrong,—telling us, that though 
they had nothing to fear from us, yet 
they had from the other ſtrangers we 
had allowed to come amongſt us,—that 
their countries were near each other, 
and that they had wars together conti- 
nually. But the Engliſh were never 
to blame : it was the character of their 
nation to be honeſt, generous, and ſin- 
cere : but as to the people of the other 
nations, one was vain, the other proud, 
the third was cruel, and the fourth 
cruel and 'covetous. The French, 
Spaniards, Portugueze and Dutch, 
denied all this, and ſaid they had as 
uſt laws as the Engliſh, for they were 
all taken at firſt from the ſame origin; 
to prove which, they gave us the 
book into our hands, and our fathers 
found in it rules of moſt excellent wiſ- 
dom, teaching men to live peaceable 

and 
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and quiet lives — to labour with their 
hands to be content with their own — 
to deſire no man's houſe, or land, or 
money, — but to ſhew kindneſs to all 
men, eſpecially the afflifted, and to 
forgive their enemies—forbidding any 
man's taking a ſword in his hand 
againſt his brother; and that all men 
were brethren, mingled of one blood 
by the Maker of them all, who our 
fathers believed to be the author of 
this book, as it made known to them 
things ſurpaſſing the wiſdom of man 
—ſach maxims of piety, juſtice, vir- 
tue, and goodneſs, as rendered all the 
learning of the Eaſt but as a glimmer- 
ing taper in the preſence of the mid- 
day fun. 

« HERE our fathers ſaw the rules of 
right between nation and nation, man 


and man, laid down in words caſy to 
be 
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be underſtood by common men, and 
theſe rules applied in ſo many actual 
caſes in the diſtribution of juſtice in 
the ages that are paſt, that it plainly 
appeared all the kingdoms of the earth 
were under the government of an al- 
mighty Being, who had often taken the 
part of the weaker ſons of men, when 
all their hope was gone, and had hum- 
bled the land of their oppreſſors, tho? 
the mightieſt nations upon earth—for 
wars, peſtilence, famine, were the 
miniſters of his power, and when his 
mercy was withdrawn from the land of 
the wrong-doers and impenitent, the 
earth trembled for fear of his juſtice 
upon its inhabitants, And notwith- 
ſtanding many of his chaſtiſements, 
to nations, were miſtaken for the 
works of men; yet, otherwiſe they 
were in truth ; for though they appear- 
ed 
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ed to grow as by natural conſequence 
from their crimes, yet God being the 
author of all the good that was done 
upon earth, ſo neither was there any 
evil befel the ſons of men but by his 
permiſſion, His threatnings and his 
promiſes were conditional —on obedi- 
ence hung bleſſings, on guilt and im- 
penitence miſery, and both on God ; 
and thus the fate of all, reſted alone 
upon the Maker of all.— That he had 
not placed men in the world, and then 
left them fatherleſs and forlorn—but 
the contrary — That he governs them 
by laws which make the happineſs of 
every nation, and of every man, to de- 
pend on what they do and.deſerve ; 
and according to theſe laws judging 

nations here—men hereafter, 
«© War ourfathers-underitood that 
the ſtrangers who had come amongſt 
2 | „ 
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us, held themſelves bound by obliga- 
tions like theſe, they opened their 
ports, their cities, and their country, to 
them. But alas! we have been ſtrangely 
requited for the kindneſs of our 
fathers—For, no ſooner did the ſtran- 
gers ſee the riches they got amongſt 
us, than they began to deſire one 
another's things, and to fight who 
ſhould have moſt, and hired the 
looſe and wicked of our people to 
aſſiſt them in their wars; they ſtained 
our fields with blood, and put one 
another to death by torments, before 
we never heard of And after many 
years, and many wars, the Engliſh 
people prevailed, and we truſted our 

country would have been at peace, 
Bor when their wars were at an 
end, with wonder did we behold the 
Engliſh turn upon as with all their force. 
— 10 
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—To our old men it appears but yeſ- 
terday fince the Englith were permit- 
ted to dwell amongſt us—to-day our 
princes are their ſlaves, and we in bon- 
dage to our fathers' gueſts. 

„% Tuixk not, in our accuſing the 
Engliſh, we mean to blame the diſ- 
penſations of righteous providence, 
now fee our land had its crimes to 
deſerve this puniſhment Even ſome 
of our land, for love of riches, had 
broken all the ties of friends and 
made war upon their country, and 
called down upon us all the chaſtiſe- 
ments due to the enemies of peace 
among the ſons of men.—Neither do 
we accuſe all the Engliſh, for we have 
ſeen amongſt them ſome of the rich, 
but more of the poorer fort, who lived 
in all things as had been told us of 
chriſtian men: they wept tor our ſor- 
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rows, protected our women, and gove 
their bread to the poor of our land, 
and after living blameleſly among 
us, ſome have even died in our pre- 
ſence, like the good men deſcribed in 
the book of the chriſtians. —Far, far 
be from us to accuſe ſuch as theſe; 
it is the wicked we charge with our 
wrongs, and they are not leſs wicked 
becauſe we deſerved the chaſtiſing 
hand of providence : for to exccute 
Juſtice was gat their aim, but to take 
away our riches, and to ſubdue our 
country for thcir profit; and to ob- 
tain theſe they have t dden under 
their feet the laws of h-ſpicality, juſtice 
and humanity. They have hire our 
ſub;<cts to figh: againſt their na- 
tive governors, and have actually re- 
warded treachery with vuinin:on, 
and princes with deati—And when 
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ſome would have eſcaped from their 
ſide back to their nauve maiters, they 
were made exainples of unheard-of 
puniſhments—-T heir bodies ſtruggling 
quick with life, were twiſted with force 
and bands about a cannon's mouth, 
and blalted through the air of heaven 
—Nay worſe, ſome were called back 
from death, untied, bcholding other 
victims thus ſuffer in their ſight— 
then tied again themſelves to ſuffer the 
horrid death they had ſcen.— Bear with 
Gur tale, ye judges of our cauſe -e 
come for juſtice againſt the Engliſh, 
but not for vengeance - while we ac- 
cuſe tlie authors of the miſchiefs we 
relate, our hcarts cry mercy on their 
heads. — 

« Bur theſe ſufferings of private 
men only demand the mourning of a 
ic tathers, mothers, ſiſters, wives, and 

ſons; 
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ſons; for in every country nature will 
feel when her tender ties are rent a- 
ſunder by deaths of ſmaller violence 
than the cannon's mouth—But ſuch 
have been our ſufferings, ſince the people 
of England began to fight againſt us, 
that we have been ready to conclude, 
our eaſtern ſun has warmed our hearts 
into keener ſenſibility of grief and 
pain, than any other of the ſons of men. 
And grief and pain have followed the 
footſteps of the Engliſh wherever they 
have come, and from the palace to the 
poor man's cottage. they have made 
our country an houſe of woe. 

„ SEVEN years now are palt ſince the 
Engliſh became our maſters, and all 
our ſufferings by their wars, have been 
but the prelude to our miſeries under 
their avarice—purſuing the end they 
had in view, they have torn away the 

work 
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work half finiſhed from the hands of 
honeſt induſtry, leſt it ſhould fall a prey 
to the ſecond comer. Our lands, our 
labours, and our all, has been at their 
diſpoſal, and behold the ſum which 
by their own ſhameleſs confeſſion they 
have taken away from us without 
pretence of trade or honeſt ſervice, 
but in bribes forced from the hands 
of treachery or fear, and exacted 
by oppreſſion and wrong! — Since 
we have been under the govern- 
ment of the Engliſh, executions have 
been common among us, without other 
grounds of juſt accuſation, than that 
of with-holding from them what was 
not their due. Not diſcovering what 
we poſſeſſed was a crime the Engliſh 
puniſhed with ſtripes — not to yield 
what we had was often death—the 
cries of maſſacres and murders filled 
our 


LAH 
our ' dwellings with continual fear, 
and day and night our women, and 
our children, trembled in our de- 
fenceleſs habitations for fear of the 
Engliſh, as young hinds in hearing of 
the wolf. — The labours of the loom 
and of the field were equally ſeized as 
their prey, neither he that laboured or 
he that planted was ſure to reap, black 
deſpair took place, a dreadful caim 
enſued, and famine, peſtilence and the 
Engliſh have covered our land with 
horror and deſolation.— The two leaſt 
have abated, but the Engliſh ſtill re- 
main to exact the ſame tribute from 
the fad ſurvivors of all this miſery; and 
it tliis be the ſtatute of the govern- 
ment of England which we have 
heard this day, it not only applies a 
part 0! wiat has been chus taken from 


us for the nic of their nation, but the 


nobles 
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nobles and people of England deſire 
their king to have it proclaimed as a 
law, that our country ſhall remain in 


the hands of his ſubjects our oppreſ- 
ſors for years to come. 

“Bur ſurely the days of our calamity 
will ſpeedily have an end, if the ſcrip- 
tures of the chriſtians be true, as true 
they muſt be or the world's undone: 
For, laying aſide our own, the crimes 
our land has ſeen committed by a ſmall 
number of ſtrangers, is beyond all 
price of human ſacrifice to make at- 
tonement to offended juſtice—that juſ- 
tice, by which a juſt Being muſt judge 
mankind hereafter, and nations here, 
or juſtice be incomplete and undo all 


rules of right, reaſonable and divine. 


Surely therefore our calamities ſhall 
not endure for ever, and the kingdom 
of our oppreſſors rule over us to the 

Aa end 
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end of the world. — For, © Thus faith 
the Lord God, Behold, I am againſt 
thee, I will ſtretch out mine hand 
againſt thee, and I will make thee moſt 
deſolate.—I will lay thy cities waſte, 
and thou ſhalt be deſolate, and thou 
ſhalt know that I am the Lord. —Be- 
cauſe thou haſt had a perpetual hatred 
and haſt ſhed the blood of this people 
by the force of the ſword, in the time 
of their calamity, in the time that their 
iniquity had an end.—Therefore as I 
live, faith the Lord God, I will pre- 
pare thee unto blood, and blood ſhall 
purſue thee : ſince thou haſt not hated 
blood, even blood ſhall purſue thee.— 
Thus will I make thee moſt deſolate. 
—And I will fill thy mountains with 
ſlain men: —in thy hills, and in thy 
vallies, and in all thy rivers ſhall they 
fall that are ſlain with the ſword. —I 

will 
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will make thee perpetual deſolations, 
and thy cities ſhall not return, and ye 
ſhall know that I am the Lord. Be- 
cauſe thou haſt ſaid, —Theſe nations 
and theſe countries ſhall be mine, and 
we will poſſeſs them though the Lord 
was there, — Therefore, as I live, faith 
the Lord God, I will even do accord- 
ing to thine anger, and according to 
thine envy which thou haſt uſed out 
of thy hatred againſt them:—and I 
will make myſelf known amongſt them 
when I have judged thee. And thou 
ſhalt know that I am the Lord, and 
that I have heard all thy bleſphemies 
which thou haſt ſpoken, ſaying They 
are laid deſolate - they are given us to 
conſume.— Thus with your mouth ye 
have boaſted againſt me, and have 
multiplied your words againſt me :— 
I have heard them. Therefore when 
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the whole earth rejoiceth, I will make 
thee defolate.—As thou didſt rejoice at 
their deſolation, ſo will I do unto thee, 
and they ſhall know that I am the 
Lord.“ 

« Thus were the diſpenſations of 
God directed in ages paſt. And is the 
Almighty ſubject to change? Shall He 
puniſh one nation of wrong-doers, and 
cruel men with war and deſolation, 
and let another for ever paſs unpuniſh- 
ed, having before them for their gui- 
dance, the rules of His juſtice, and 
the examples of His judgments, and 
without ſigns of penitence, or token 
of reparation, deſpite His govern- 
ment ? Infinite as he 1s in forbearance, 
with nations and with men, ſuch par- 
tiality would unſettle all the exam- 
ples His juſtice has made of the na- 

tions 
Ezekiel 35. 
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tions of the earth, who have funk 
under the ſtroke of His judgments, 
and be directly contrary to His deal- 
ings with the nation moſt highly fa- 
voured by Him, and under the govern- 
ment of a king after His own heart, 
and yet puniſhed with famine year at- 
ter year, for oppreſſing a people who 
by voluntary contract were their 
ſlaves.“ If it be true that thoſe 
writings handed down to the chriſ- 
tians are of God, then all that has hap- 
pened to us in the Eaſt, agrees with that 
reaſon and juſtice, with which men 
may believe, the Almighty would 
govern the world He made. For what 
more reaſonable, than that thoſe bleſ- 
ſings which in our abundance in In- 
dia we deſpiſed, ſnould be with-drawn 


from us? What more juſt, than that 
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we ſhould be given up to ſuffer what 
we inflicted with mercilefs hands even 
upon our brothers. | 
« Ox the belief, therefore, that the 
hiſtory of the chriſtians is true, let others 
treat it as they. may, we ſhall continue 
to hope that when our nation 1s hum- 
bled, and we return into the ways of 
juſtice, mercy and truth, that the Being 
whoſe attributes theſe are, will give 
us wiſdom to unite and be at peace. 
For he can take away our oppreſſors 
with a word of his mouth, and can 
even make the caſting of an Indian 
weed into the ocean, kindle the flames 
of war in the land of our deſtroyers; 
and if the nation of our enemies were 
as numerous, as rich, and as proud as 
we were, when we called ourſelves in- 
vincible, ſtill we muſt believe from 
our own experience, that the greateſt 
nation 
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nation under heaven is only like a 
filly victim before almighty juſtice — 
For we who had millions of men, and 
our princes millions of money to re- 
ward them, have been robbed of thoſe 
nullions, and hundreds of thouſands 
of our people killed, by a leſs number 
of men than one of our little villages 
contain, and yet Providence made 
theſe men, few as they were, ſo 
ſtrong, and we ſo weak, by diviſions, 
that they have enſlaved us, taken our 
country for their own, and keep our 
princes captive to this day. But the 
time of our deliverance, we truſt, draws 
nigh; for that deliverance we look to 
God alone, who can raiſe up help to 
us at his pleaſure from among the 
nations of the earth, to whom we 
publiſh the wrongs that have been 
'done us by the Engliſh. 


THE END. 
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